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Forgiveness is easy or hard according to our esti- 
mate of the one who needs it. It is comparatively 
easy to forgive one who has wronged us, but it is 
very hard to forgive one whom we have wronged. 
If we feel that we were in the right, we are not likely 
to have any deep-seated feeling against one who was 
at fault in his conduct toward us. But if we are 
forced to admit, way down in our heart, that we were 
the one to blame, we cannot easily bring ourselves 
to feel toward him we injured as we did before we 
wronged him. When, therefore, we say that: itis 
hard for us to forgive another, the inference is a fair 
one that it is ourselves who need forgiveness. 


Discussion is of little value except where both 
disputants are influenced by a desire to learn the 
truth, rather than by a desire to gain an advantage 
over each other in the discussion. Arguments fail to 
enter a mind that is closed by prejudice, but they 
find a way into an open and willing understanding. 
Emerson says that. it is of more importance to me 
than to my opponent that he should convince me of 


seeks nenntalile will be glad of any help, i in his 





search, from one who has another view than his own 
on the subject under examination. If a man only 
wants to show his opponent in the wrong, he can gain 
nothing from discussion and argument. 


All true work is for God, wherever or whenever it 
is done. Somebody has suggested that if the lad’s 
mother, who had baked those five barley-loaves that 
morning, had known to what grand service they were 
to be put in the evening, it would have filled her 
heart with praise as she worked. But did she do 
more than does every woman who kneads the dough 
and shapes the loaves for the oven? Are they not 
all ministering servants, co-working with God, whose 
will it is that his children shall not lack bread? Do 





botanist, the root comes . logically before the flower. 

To the child, the flower or leaf precedes the root in 
his experience and interest. As was recently said at 
a meeting of prominent educators in Boston, children 
have their own starting-points, and those should be 
taken by the teacher who would reach them soonest 
and best. With a full realization of this, the primary 
teacher would find her beginnings less difficult, and 
her progress more sure. 

’ 





ONE AT A TIME. 
Destruction can go on by wholesale, but upbuild- 


ing can be compassed only by the slow progress of 
attention to detail, one step at a time. A cyclone or 








not the loaves, when baked, lie in that great, opened 
hand where the Psalmist saw food for the hunger of 
every living thing? The commonest duty, whose 
performance lies on the great lines of use, is a duty 
done for God. And ‘as soon as we recognize this 
fact, our act becomes a duty done to him. 


Matters of direction are matters of relation. It 
is easy to agree with the popular cry that one man 
or another has his “ups and downs.” But not all 
persons would agree as to which were the downs, and 
which the ups. One is said to rise when he acquires 
wealth, but when it is found that his gains have been 
acquired through trickery or simple robbery, he is 
sometimes said to have fallen. Material gains have 
been moral losses, A well-known musician recently 
said to one of his pupils: “An artist told me lately 
that he could not sell pictures enough to keep him 
comfortably, and so he had to come down to teach- 
ing. Come down!” he continued, “I should think 
he had better say that he went up to teaching, for 
teaching is the noblest of pursuits.” Many persons 
are heard to wonder how that very musician can find 
time to teach, He himself is satisfied to find time to 
appear in recital or concert before an audience. No 
one can really teach if he feels that he is “ coming 
down” to it. 


“Every beginning is difficult,” says Goethe; and 
this is a truth which the primary teacher would do 
well to remember, for ker own sake as a teachér, as 
well as for the sake of the child. Not every teacher 
of little children experiences the difficulties of her 
work that she ought to experience; and this is be- 
cause she so often fails to discover the frequency and 
magnitude of her failures. Until she comes to 
realize this, she cannot know what it means to start 
right. With a right beginning, the path ahead is 
more easily discerned. A studious teacher of young 
children writes: “I look with envy on the high- 
school teacher. With, his algebra under his arm 
and his head full of exact sciences, he doesn’t know 
what trouble is.”| Shall the learner proceed from 
the known to the unknown in an orderly way, one 
fact in knowledge developing from another? or shall 
he plunge into the sea of unknowns, and flounder 
there? Shall the young child begin the study of 
plant-life with flower, leaf, stem, or root? with fruit 
or seed? with the atmosphere the plant breathes, or 





my error if I am in the wrong. Andaman who 


- 


with the ground it feeds upon? To the accomplished 


a charge of dynamite can overthrow a massive build- 
ing in a moment; but the most skilful architect on 
earth, backed by the resources of the mightiest em- 
pire in the world, cannot construct a substantial 
dwelling, or rear a lofty pyramid, otherwise than 
brick by brick, or stone by stone. This is a truth 
applicable in every sphere of human effort. Harm 


-|can be wrought by wholesale, but help can be ren- 


dered only in single and separate portions. Edifica- 
tion is possible only step by step, even though demo- 
lition may be on a scale of vastness. : 

There are, indeed, processes of preparation for con- 
structive work which are carried on by wholesale, 
but they are only preliminary to the final application 
of the results of those processes to the individuals 
ultimately benefited by them. Seed can be sown 
broadcast, and the grain-fields will be ready for the 
harvest and the garner without stint or measure; 
but the grain itself, when gathered, can never give 
sustenance to multitudes except it be furnished to 
and accepted by one person at a tithe, for special 
use according to his need and willingness. Foxes 
with firebrands at their tails can carry wholesale 
devastation into the grain-fields, but it is only hand 
by ‘hand and mouth by mouth that the corn or wheat 
can be made available for the supply of food to those 
who are hungry. 

A physician can expound the laws of health, and 
tell of methods of treatment for disease to a gather- 
ing of students in a class-room, but he cannot aid in 
bringing health to the sick except by the application 
of his teachings to an individual case, with all its 
peculiarities noted and considered one by one. Lec 
tures on medicine and hygiene have their value, 
like broadcast sowing and wholesale reaping; but 
the main work of the physician must be done for one 
patient at a time, when his case has all the attention 
and the highest skill of the practitioner, as if there 
were no other sick person in the world needing his 
professional ministry at just this time. 

A preacher or a teacher is dependent, for perma- 


, | nent success in his sphere, not on lis power to sway 


the multitudes by his words, but on his effectiveness 
in inducing individuals, one by one, to decide and to 
act in the direction of his convictions and counsel. 
A minister may move the feelings of his auditors 
week after week for years without inducing any one 
of them to reform his conduct, or to strive toward a 
purer and nobler life ; while, on the other hand, by 





a single interview with a single individual he may 
| be the means of bringing actively into the service of 
. 
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Christ &@ young man oh will Niessen a power for 
good in the world beyond all that is compassed in a 
lifetime by the clergyman who leads him into this 
extended sphere of influence and action. So in the 
work of a Sunday-school teacher; however moch he 
may do with and for his clags as @ whole, the true 
measure of his power is in his work with and ,for in- 
dividual pupils, one at a time. 

Every old soldier knows that with all the Senieals 
izing effect of artillery fire from the enemy, the 
real execution in a battle is commonly wrought by 
single bullets in a well-directed musketry fire. The 
average soldier feels comparatively safe under the 
fire of a huge Parrott gun in a casemate over against 
his lines, while he shrinks from the careful aim of a 
sharpshooter, whose aim is at his head or heart. So, 
as a matter of fact, the best results of gospel shooting 
are not from the pulpit-casemate over against the large 
congregation, but from the sharpshooting in the 
after-meeting following the efforts at swaying the 
masses. 

Preparing a great sermon for preaching to a great 
congregation calls out the best energies of a preacher, 
and taxes his time dnd strength; but that sermon, 
when preached, may have no such influence on the 
personal life of any individual as a few words in 
application of its truths may have when spoken to 
one person in private conversation. The sermon is 
well as a means of broadcast sowing, but, unless it is 
followed up by direct personal effort with individuals 
on the preacher’s part, the seed sown broadcast may 
perish in the field where it fell, without having given 
sustenance to a single soul, And the preacher who 
contents himself with broadcast sowing cannot hope 
to bring any special sheaves with him rejoicingly in 
the time of harvest. And so with every Sunday- 
school teacher: the studying and teaching of a Bible 
lesson is of value mainly as it prepares the way for, 
and gives the opportunity of, private and personal 
counsel and entreaty by the teacher toward the 
pupils singly and separately. 

If a man has a multitude to reach by his voice or 
his pen, he may be incited to honest and earnest en- 
deavor to make the best impression possible; but he 
must not think he can do with and for the multitude 
what he might do with and for an individual; nor 
ought he to content himself with efforts in behalf of 
the multitude without seeking to reach individuals. 
If, on the other hand, a preacher or a teacher, a parent 
or an editor, finds himself face to face with but a 
single person who needs instruction or uplifting, he 
can console himself with the thought that he has now 
the grandest opportunity that is given to man among 
men,—the opportunity of using all his power of per- 
sonality for the benefit of another personality, 

God’s work with us and for us, in our training and 
our experiences, is with aud for us individually, one 
by one. In addition to all that God does for all col- 
lectively, he does yet more for us separately and 
personally, according to our special strength and 
needs, We have not all our duties or all our griefs 
to meet at any one time; nor do all the words of 
God have to be considered by us at the same moment, 

“ One by one thy duties wait thee, 
Let thy whole strength go to each, 
Let no future dream elate thee, 
Learn thou first what these can teach. 
“ One by one thy griefs shall meet thee, 
Do not fear an armed band ; 
One will fade as others greet thee ; 
Shadows passing through the land.” 

And as it is in our daily experiences of duty and 
of trial, so it is in the ministry to us of strength for 
whatever we have to do or to bear. Our strength is 
according to our days, day by day. And so it will 
be in our calling from work to rest : 

“ Not sweeping up togetber, 
In whirlwind or in cloud, 
In the hush of the summer weather, 
Or when storms are thundering loud ; 
But one by one we gp, 
In the sweetness none may know.” 


(Vol. XXXV., No. 46; 





eM Goa deals with us, so let us deal with our fel- 
lows. Whatever we say or do for them collectively, 
let our choicest, our tenderest, our most considerate, 
ministry be to them one by one. Let our help to 
them be our pefeopal help, given to each one of them 
personally, , 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Nors.—This department has its purpose and its limitations. 
Tts purpose je the giving and answering.of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, ip his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which the space 
can conveniently be found. Its limitations are fixed by the 
requirements of other departments. There are times when 
ten letters which might have a place here are received, where 
one can be printed. Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
are cordially invited, even though not all of them can be 
responded to, Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter 
either answered or read by the Editor, The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 
or purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule, 
be responded to, in this department or by private letter. 








The imagination is important to the understanding of 
words, Unless a man uses his imagination while he 
reads ordinary English, in order that he may understand 
what the writer desires to say, be is likely to fail of gain- 
ing the writer’s meaning from the words as they stand. 
Illustrations of this fact are constantly occurring in the 
questions asked by correspondents as to articles appear- 
ing in The Sunday School Times. In a recent editorial 
on “The Cost of a Lie” a reference was made to the use 
of beef “tallow” for the greasing of cartridges, under 
the claim that it was “mutton suet.” It was taken for 
granted that the ordinary reader was familiar with the 
fact that the cow is a sacred animal in India, and that the 
slaughtering of it is deemed asacrilege. “ Mutton suet” 
was named as over against béef “tallow” in the military 
report cited. The omission of the adjective “beef” 
before the term “tallow” has mystified some unimagina- 
tive readers. Thus an Indiana correspondent asks: 


Referring to your editorial, “The Cost of a Lie,” will you 
kindly explain the difference, in the mind of a Hindoo soldier, 
between “ mutton suet” and “tallow” ? 


Both “suet” and “tallow” are terms applied to the 
fat of beef and of mutton; but in some localities suet is 
more commonly called “mutton suet,” and “tallow,” 
when used as a term by itself, means “ beef tallow.” 
This was the case in the English document referred to, 
and it was so spoken of in the editorial, with the thought 
that its connection would cause it to be understood. 


Repetition is not reviewing. There are teachers in 
the Sunday-school who always begin their class exercise 
with a few review questions, in order to ascertain if 
their pupils have learned anything by their previous 
studies. But these review questions are not to be an- 
swered by memorized responses ; they are simply to test 
the present knowledge by the pupils of the facts or 
truths already passed over. So of quarterly-review exer- 
cises. Their proper purpose is to test the present meas- 
ure of knowledge concerning the lessons gone over, and 
to fix in the mind the impressions concerning them that 
are most important. A Missouri correspondent, who 
seemed to have a wrong idea of the nature and object of 
reviews, expressed the thought that time was practically 
lost injsuch exercises. Editorial comment on this letter 
was made accordingly, and now an experienced worker 
from New York adds these words of suggestion : 


May I venture to suggest to your correspondent and his fel- 
low-teachers who object to the “ review” that they should bear 
in mind the oft-répeated statement in your columns that a 
“review” isa “new view”? Considered in this light, a re- 
view is always welcome; for every teacher knows that, when 
considered as a whole, the lessons always suggest more or less 
of a définite idea, and if the several lessons are fairly well 
taught, there will be no difficulty in getting the scholars to catch 
their spirit asa whole in their review. The separate lessons 
are like a series of pictures designed to form one entire whole; 
and surely every one of us gathers fresh inspiration when the 
quarter’s lessons are al] taught, and the whole picture shews 
itself in a new light! No, no! let us hot do away with our 
review, but let us apply ourselves to more faithful study and 
more earnest application, and see whether we cannot get more 
out of this searching test of our teaching. 


He who once gains a sense of the true value of re- 
views will never consent to live without them. Rightly 
used, at least once a quarter, they make teaching worth 





at least twelve times as much as it could be without them. 





“IS THY HEART-SOIL ARID?” 
BY MARY F. BUTTS. 


Is thy heart-soil arid— 
Hardened by the years? 
Thank thy God who sendeth 

Precious dew of tears; 


Thank thy God who sendeth 
Days of cloud and rein; 
Who thy hardness rendeth 
By the plow of pain, 
Boothbay Harbor, Me. 





MISSIONARY JAPAN. 
BY WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS, D.D. 


Wonderful was the pavorama that burst upon my 
vision on the early morn of the 29th of December, 1870. 
From the deck of the Pacific Mail Company’s steamer 
Great Republic we looked upon gray, green, and purple. 
On either side of Yeddo Bay the mountains and valleys 
lay in crumpled folds, awaiting the sunrise which was to 
turn the landscape into the cloth of gold. Over all the 
lordly form of Fuji—“ no two such ””—upreared its mighty 
mass. On its head, covered with fresh-fallen snow, the 
dayspring’s gray was slowly turning into rose. A few 
minutes’ watching rewarded the gazers with the rap- 
turous vision of a perfect mountain, first tipped, then 
crowned, then robed, in light. From the granite and 
lava peak to the land our eyes turned, to behold fair 
cities, towns, towers, pagodas, villages, and all the features 
of nature and civilization bathed in living sunshine, 

So, it seems to-day, has been the rising of the Sun of 
Righteousness in the land where the day begins. Asahi, 
or “morning sun,” is a dear word to the people, who 
thus name their darling sons, their popular heroes and 
victors, the new triumphs in art, literature, or inven- 
tion; and asahi is the term by which many a grateful 
Japanese Christian degcribes this era of missionary con- 
quest in his native Jand. ‘We have never been con- 
quered” is the proud boast of the Samurai, or servants 
of the mikado, “yet to Christ we yield ourselves” sing 
the soldiers of faith. Surveying the whole landscape of 
‘divine truth in the Scriptures, and bowing in love to 
Jesus, as they read in John 8: 16, ‘God so loved the 
world,” etc., a native preacher cried out, “This is the 
Fuji Yama text of the Bible.” To-day probably a quar- 
ter of a million Japanese are influenced in their lives by 
Christian principles. The churches of the Reformed, 
Roman, and Greek branches of the one Church of 
Christ have over eighty. thousand names upon their rolls 
of membership. A Christian literature and periodical 
press, the beginnings of a native Christian art, the regu- 
lation of households and social life according to the 
models of those in Christendom, with educational sys- 
tems and appliances, including hospitals, dispensaries, 
training-schools for nurses, and the manifold activities 
of active church life, tell of the new sunrise in the land 
of great peace. To the Parliament of Religions come 
Japanese Obristians, bearing testimony to the Saviour 
of Japan, Japanese Booddhists come to melt the crusts 
of our imperfect knowledge and wrong ideas about 
them, and to show us how hard they must provoke us 
by and to love and good works, if Japan is to remain 
Booddhist, and not become Christian. The Shinto high- 
priest offers to “assist us in carrying out the plan of 
forming the universal brotherhood under one roof,” and 
to do away with the barbarism of war. 

In a word, this Oriental Saul of our boyhood’s days, 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter against all 
Christendom, repelling with powder and ball the Ameri- 
can ships freighted with shipwrecked Japanese sailors, 
now preaches the faith he once destroyed. To-day 
there is no more untiring, zealous, and more widely 
heard preacher abroad of international law—the dis- 
tinctive product of Christian civilization—than Japan. 


.Within her gates no Christians are more really in earnest 


than certain thousands of Japanese. None of the ethnic 
religions are more actively fermenting, because of the 
leaven of Christianity cast into or upon them, than are 
Shinto and the Booddhism of Dai Nippon. 

Despite occasional “ reactions” (or times snatched for 
digestion), there is no real change in the national mind. 
The Japanese are bound to be the equals of Christian 
nations, and whether he be Booddhist, Shintoist, Con- 
fucianist, Agnostic, or the man described by the Japa- 
nese as “one who swallows Herbert Spencer whole,”— 
the thinking subject of the mikado knows where the 
secret of power lies. That power is the one of which 
Paul was not ashamed, even when facing the grandest 
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political dynamo of the ancient world. The “ reactions” 
noticeable from time to time in the Christian movement 
in Japan hurt our sectarian crusts of prejudice, our 
nearly invincible American conceit, our silly itching for 
denominational statistics, our propensity to label con- 
verts with names and things parasitic rather than vital 
to Christian faith, They have not thus far hurt the 
genuine Christianity of Christ or of Japan. The surest 
proof of the health of the patient is his power to throw 
off and out of his system what is merely foreign, and to 
assimilate what is Christian in the original sense. Surely 
we ought to bless God for the deep spirit of discernment 
given his children in Japan, that they have been able to 
put difference between what is of Scotch, Yankee, Eng- 
lish, or German origin, and what is of Christ. They 
read the New Testament for themselves; they think it 
out; they ask their teachers, who bring the things of 
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Augsburg, Dort, 
Westminster, Canterbury, or Epworth, as substitutes for, 
or vital elements of, Christianity, ‘‘ Where did you get 
that?’”? They demand the gospel in its freshness; they 
will have nothing else; they have already put European 
creeds in the crucible. 

This is the way in which the signs of the times are 
read, and the manner in which the facts present them- 
selves to the writer. Yet how different is the outlook of 
to-day from that of December 29, 1870! 

Landing at Yokohama in the morning, I had before 
sunset seen nearly half of the missionaries and native 
Protestant Christians in all Japan, The total of both 
together was twenty. Over the half-score believers 
hung the menace of imprisonment, torture, and decapi- 
tation. Despite the sunny beauty of the lovely land and 
sea, Japan was to a Christian literally the valley of the 
shadow of death. 

In the wake of the peaceful diplomacy of Perry and 
Harris had followed a noble band of teachers and healers. 


/Liggins, Williams, Verbeck, Simmons, Brown, Hepburn, 


were all on the ground before the end of 1859, the year 
of the opening of the ports. All survive except two. 
Eseaping the assassin, the incendiary, and whatever 
bigotry, ignorance, or savage patriotism could concoct or 
attempt, four of these pioneers still live to behold what 
God hath wrought. Dr. Verbeck, a Dutch-American- 
Japanese Christian, still finds Fatherland in doing his 
Father’s will in Japan. Besides his great power as 
teacher and preacher, he is facile princeps translator of 
Scripture. Dr. J. C. Hepburn, revered, but not “ Rev- 
erend,” after constant labors in dispensary, translation, 
teaching, and lexicography, smoothing the way for the 
missionary hosts, rests in his home land. te 

Until 1872 there was persecution and constant danger 
to native believers, and the story, if detailed, would bea 
sad one. Yet.the missionaries, increased to over a score, 
toiled on. They were then as men in the caissons, far 
below land and water surface, out of the sight of their 
fellows, and their work known only to a few, who are 
laying the foundations for the bridge piers. The lan- 
guage was being mastered, the Bible translated, the 
foundations of a Christian literature and education for 
male and female were solidly imposed. Slowly and 
surely the walls of bigotry and prejudice were sapped. 
Wearied of their suspicion and espionage, and ashamed 
of their hermit-like notions, those who, had once been 
“frogs in a well” now looked upon “the great ocean” 
of fact. The leading men of New Japan sent their sons 
to the missionaries to be instructed. They called Dr. 
Verbeck to organize for them schools for the study of 
languages and sciences, and a national system of free 
public education. In a large sense New Japan is the 
creation of missionary Christianity. 

Now came the rush of events. The calendar was re- 
formed. The anti-Christian edicts were taken down, 
and disappeared. The government, despite the agitation 
of fanatics, refused to persecute. A Christian church 
was formed in the capital. The official holidays were 
changed, and Sunday made a day of rest. The Bible 
was translated, and in part published. A great Chris- 
tian university was founded at Kioto by Joseph Neesima. 
The “ Kumamoto band” of students began their wonder- 
ful work in preaching, teaching, editorial, literary, social, 
and political work. The great denominations in English- 
speaking Christendom poured in reinforcements. Lay 
teachers, filled with the spirit of Christ, carried forward 
the work of education. A native ministry of surprising 
natural gifts and undoubted spiritual power began its 
work. 

More encouraging and remarkable yet is the work in- 
augurated and carried on during the last decade by the 
Japanese Christians themselves, Probably in no mission 
field on earth is there so much purely native self-sup- 








port. Home-missionary work, charches, schools, col- 
leges, and multifarious Christian activities, are carried 
on independently. Free from foreign subsidy and con- 
trol, much of the Christianity of Japan is rooted, not 
grafted. In proportion to the population, there is no 
larger, more active, more earnest, or better equipped 
body of native preachers or fraternity of churches in any 
missionary field. It may be that, under God, the Japa- 
nese are to aid us in attaining that unity of the spirit for 
which Jesus and we all pray. | 

It would be trespassing upon the space so hospitubly 
offered in these columns to go into details of the work as 
conducted by either natives or foreigners, and I have 
avoided the mention of denominations, Surely, of our 
American missionaries we should be proud, while re- 
joicing with our Japanese brethren, staying neither our 
gifts, our prayers, or our sympathy. Yet the work is 
only begun. The perils arestill great. Pantheism, ever 
a disease threatening’ to become epidemic in the Japa- 
nese mind; political patronage, rather than government 
opposition ; the shallow infidelity that masks itself un- 
der “‘ science ;” the tendency to think a good work done 
when only commenced; the narrow sectarianism and 
ignorant bigotry which calls itself Christian, when it is 
only un-Christian stupidity,—these are the real dangers 
from which Christ’s kingdom in Japan suffers, and may 
yet suffer. 

As for the Parliament of Religions, it seems to me there 
can be but one ultimate result,—the manifestation of the 
truth that in Jesus Christ “are hid all the trefisures of 
wisdom and knowledge.” The theological seminaries 
that with sympathy and truth teach the science of com- 
parative religion will lead in the work of training the 
best sort of missionaries. Dr. James Legge, one of the 
greatest of all the missionaries of China, wrote in 1881: 
“The more a man possesses the Christian spirit, and is 
governed by Christian principle, the more anxious will 
he be to do justice to every other system of religion, and 
to hold his own without taint or fetter of bigotry.” 
Paul said: “ Prove all things; hold fast that which is 
good,” 

Ithaca, N. Y. 





SINGING IN THE PRIMARY CLASS. 


A Bit or EXPERIENCE. 


BY ELEANOR SscortT. 


Our school is in tgeslon five days in a week, and forty 
weeks in a year, and\is composed of fifty or more small 
boys and girls of six or seven years of age, who are as 
bright, restless little people as any in this country. 

For fifteen minutes each morning we have our opening 
éxercises, when we draw close to our heavenly Father, 
and close in sympathy to each other, that we may work 
together for him all day. We always sing in these fifteen 
minutes, and some people might think it would take a 
great many hymns to last for two hundred mornings,—all 
following each other so closely. But the bit of expe- 
rience I want to give relates to this very point. During 
the past year we used six hymns. 

This is the way we do: We learn the hymn by the 
teacher’s singing first one’ verse entire, to give an idea 
of it as a whole, then one line at a time, the children 
singing after her, never with her. Thus we learn the 
words and tune together. The meaning of each verse 
we talk over, often occupying several morning talks in 
that way before the whole hymn is learned. One point 
worth mentioning here is, that we are very particular to 
have the singing soft and sweet; and we never use any 
instrument but a little pitch-pipe from which to get the 
right key; for we find any accompaniment, even the 
teacher’s voice, tends to encourage loud singing and 
indistinctness of pronunciation. 

As soon as the large bell rings in the hall, the little 
hands are clasped on the edge of the desks, and the 
voices ring out, either in the hymn beginning, 

“* Father, we thank thee for the night,” 


or the one, perhaps less familiar to many people, com- 
mencing with the stanza, 


“ Father in heaven, help thy little children 
To love and serve thee throughout this day ; 
Help us to be truthful, help us to be kindly, 
That we may please thee in all we do and say.” 


Then, after our talk and prayer, we sing again. For 


this second hymn we have used during the year, “ Jewels,” 
“ Jesus loves me,” “I am so glad that our Father in 
heaven,” and “‘ America,” ‘ : 

Grown people may grow tired of so few, but every one 
knows how the oft-repeated tales fascinate the children. 





We have all heard the sigh of pleasure and the “Tell it 


again !” that come at the end of the story. And so it is 
with the hymns; it is what they know best they love. 
For instance, we had sung “Jewels” every day for 
nearly two weeks while learning it, and when the teacher 
was sure all knew every word and note, she tried an- 
other favorite, and the following day left the choice to 
the children, when a dozen voices said together, “Oh, 
let's sing about the jewels!” And it would have soft- 
ened any heart to see the bright eyes as the voices sang 
very softly, but so earnestly : 


“ He will gather, he will gather 
The gems for his kingdom; 
All the pure ones, all the bright ones, 
His loved and his own.” 


And the words in the next verse seemed so appropriate, 
—in fact, what else could we think as we looked in those 
faces, but 
* Little children, little children 

Who love their Redeemer, 

Are the jewels, precious jewels, 

His loved and his own,” 


Then our little people know their hymns so perfectly 
that they are always ready to try them as solos, any one 
singing the verse, the school joining in the chorus. So 
they can also sing them well at home; and this some- 
times does much for the grown people. 

This is only the experience of an ordinary day-school 
teacher, but might it not be suggestive to some infant- 
school leader? We leave it with some one to try. 


West Chester, Pa. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


BROKEN, 


BY BELLE V. CHISHOLM, 





A merry battle of snowball was in progress in the vil- 
lage street, directly in front of Granny Creighton’s cot- 
tage door. 

It was against the laws of the borough to obstruct the 
street after this fashion, too; but the “ city dads,” as the 
boys had nicknamed the town council, were very indul- 
gent, and, so long as no injury was done to life or prop- 
erty, they permitted considerable violation of the law. 
This was the first snow of the season, soft and white, and 
abundant enough to satisfy even the most extravagant 
desires of a schoolboy’s heart. 

“Zip! zip!” went the white, fluffy balls through the 
air, striking the combatants fairly on the back, or whiz- 
zing past their ears as they dodged to get out of their 
way. 

“What fine sport they are having!” said Granny 
Creighton, as she watched the fun from her living-room 
window. “TI do love to see the young folks enjoy them- 
selves, There is my Ben, as happy as any of them,” she 
added, as a bright-eyed, sunny-faced boy crossed the 
street, and took refuge behind the silver maple which 
stood opposite her window. 

She was still smiling at his monkey-shines, as he darted 
in and out from behind the tree, as nimble asa cat, when 
“crash!” went a hard ball through the plate-glass in 
the grocery window over the way. An exclamation of 
distress escaped her lips, for the pane of glass was a 
costly one, and her old eyes had seen what none of the 
boys except Ben himself had seen,—that it was his ball 
that had done the mischief. There was a panic among 
the boys, but, before they had time to run away, out 
rushed the proprietor, and demanded the name of the 
culprit who had done the damage. 

“It was Dick Howard,” cried George Moore. 
him throw the ball, and a hard one it was,” 

Dick denied the charge indignantly, but George was 
honest in his convictions, and reasserted his statement, 
while half-a-dozen other boys agreed with him. 

““ Seven against one are six too many,” said the angry 
groceryman; “and if Dick don’t square his account before 
to-morrow noon, I’ll have the whole crowd arrested, and 
let the mayor decide who shall pay for the glass, That 
pane cost a good ten-dollar bill, and it will take fifty cents 
more to put thenewonein. That must come out of your 
pocket too, sir, for I do not intend to be at any expense 
in the case. Come, come, there is no use in your flaring 
up so; people who will take such risks for the sake of a 
little sport must pay for it, willing or unwilling.” 

“ Dear, dear, why don’t Ben step up and take the blame 
upon himself?” said grandma in astonishment. “He 
knows bravely well that poor Dick had nothing to do 


“T saw 





with it. Is it possible that he is such a coward? Why, 
Iam ashamed of him! One with my own blood in his 
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veins to allow another boy to be browbeaten in that away 
in his place.” Tapping lightly on the window-pane, she 
called “ Ben! Ben!” 

But Ben was looking in a different direction, apparently 
unconcerned with the dispute in progress, Grandma did 
not tap again, but a strange look passed over her meek 
face, and into her eyes, blinded with tears, there came 
an expression that would have puzzled Ben, had he been 
there to see it. 

It was hours after the battle, in the short twilight that 
intervened between sunset and the darkness of night, 
that Ben knocked softly at the door of grandmother's 
room, then slipped in, and, with a breaking heart, made 
the confession that she was waiting to hear, 

“ I cannot tell you how sorry I really am,” he sobbed. 
“T did not mean to break the glass, to be sure; but I 
broke it just the same, and—and I do not know how I can 
ever earn the money to pay for it. Iam dreadfully sorry.” 

“So am I, Ben, dear,” said grandma, knitting away 
quietly on the little red stocking she was shaping. ‘‘I 
would cry, too, if that would do any good; but tears will 
notmendthem. And there were so many of them broken, 
too; that seems to make the matter so much worse.” 

“© grandma, dear! it was not so bad as you think,” 
exclaimed Ben, quickly. ‘ There was only one broken ; 
but that was bad enough, for it will take ten dollars to 
replace it,” 

“ You are mistaken, Ben,” said grandma, shaking her 
white head gravely. ‘There was more than one, child, 
I was looking out of the window at the time, and heard 
the crash. Let mesee. ‘Thou shalt not defraud thy 
neighbor, neither rob him ;’ that command was broken, 
surely, when you, by your silence, allowed poor Dick 
Howard to be censured for your wrong-doing. Then, 
*Thou shalt not bear false witness’ was broken dread- 
fully, when you stood by consenting to a charge which 
you knew was false, ‘ Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another,’ was broken badly, as 
also was ‘ Bear ye one another’s burdens,’ when you. al- 
lowed an old grudge against Dick to stifle the small voice 
in your breast that was pleading for him. Then there 
is another—‘ Fight the good fight of faith ’—that seems 
to me was seriously shattered by keeping out of the con- 
flict,” 

“And it. was, grandma,” cried Ben, flushing’ hotly. 
“T was a dreadful coward, and I understand now what 
you mean. The window-pane, costly as it was, was really 
the smallest thing that was broken. I can mend that by 
working and paying for it; but what about the com- 
mandments broken?” 

“They can be mended by ‘confessing your faults one 
to another,’ and carrying your trials to Him who will 
help you begin over again,” said grandma, softly,—and 
Ben’s experience of the next day proved her words true. 

New Concord, Ohio. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LIBRARY, 


A SELECTED LIST OF RECENT BOOKS. 


The following list is selected from books of compara- 
tive recency, which are classified for convenient reference 
as books of “‘ Poetry,” “‘ Counsel and Devotion,” “ Bible 
Stories and Miscellany,” “ Biography,” “Fiction.” Some 
of the books of fiction are partly historical. According 
to previous practice in this department, each class is 
arranged, as far as practicable, as follows: Books for the 
youngest first, for scholars generally next, and for the 
oldest last. Where books are specially adapted to either 
sex, as in fiction, books for male readers come first, for 
female readers second ; then for both sexes third. 





POETRY, 


The Children’s Treasury of English Song. Selected and ar- 
ranged, With notes. By Francis Turner Palgrave. (16mo, 
pp. 302. New York: Macmillan and Company. 50 cents.) 


The high standard which governs the editor has enabled 
him to furnish for young people a collection as valuable 
to them as his Golden Treasury is to older people. His 
scheme is to exclude not only those poems which are 
unsuited to childhood, but also those which have no 
strictly poetical merit. 


Jone: A Tale of Ephesus. By James 8, Park. 
New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co.) 


A narrative poem, the theme of which is suggested by 
Edwin Long’s celebrated painting of “ Christ or Diana.” 
The poet displays considerable ability and taste in re- 
counting the incidents leading up to the Grecian maiden’s 
espousal of Christianity in defiance of the priests, her 


(12mo, pp. 65. 


of life, and her triumphant martyrdom for Christ’s sake. 
A photograph of the painting forms a frontispiece. 


At the Beautiful Gate, and Other Songs of Faith. a ae? 
Larcom, (16mo, pp. vii, 117. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 
and Company. $1.) 
Miss Larcom’s own seléction of her poems, made 
shortly before her death. In a sense it serves as a 
memorial yolume, but with the author’s own preface 
and dedication. All who ‘have learned to know and 
love this sweet New England singer will find in these 
pages her best work in the line of serious and sacred 
lyrics. The religious fervor, with the uplifting purity of 
sentiment, gives this collection high rank among devo- 
tional helps. 


On the Road Home. Poems by Ma 
illustrated, pp. viii, 145. New 
$1.25.) 


No serious American poet has a wider audience, Her 
poems always have a message and a meaning, and they 
are pitched on a key intelligible to readers of all ages 
and the simplest tastes. Her poems have been emi- 
nently useful in the periodicals, and this pretty volume 
will find a place among the aids to devotion. 


COUNSEL AND DEVOTION. 


By Helen Bigelow Merriman. (16mo, pa- 
Boston : Congregational Publishing Society. 


t E. Sangster. (16mo, 
ork : Harper & Brothers. 


Hope and Rest, 


per, pp. 61. 
15 cents, ) 


In the first of these two discourses the author dis- 
tinguishes between the truth of fact and the truth of 
hope which leads us to a finer sense of our relations to 
God. In the second is given a practical interpretation 
of the text, “ He that believeth shal] not make haste.” 
For teachers and older pupils. 


Our Heavenly Rest. By Margaret Stewart Hormel. 
paper, pp. 47. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
icatioh. 15 cents, net.) 


Seven short chapters, one for each day of the week, 
affording comfort and consolation in discouragement and 
trial, by consideration of the blessings of the “ rest that 
remaineth.” Has a proper place in every collection of 
devotional books. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom: A Popular Exposition of the 


Gospel according to Matthew. By C, H. Spurgeon. (12mo, 
pp. 512. New York: Baker & Taylor Co. $1.50.) 


Represents the last labors of the great preacher, into 
which he put the concentrated energies of his fading 
life. His:intense spirituality, and his insight into the 
significance of the Bible story, give the work superior 
claims as a commentary on this gospel. For teachers 
and older pupils. 


(16mo, 


BIBLE 8TORIES AND MISCELLANY. 


Bible Lamps for Little Feet. By Charles B. Morrell, D.D. 
(Square 8vo, pp. 286, 48 colored plates, Cincinnati: Stand- 
on Publishing Company. $2.) 


A pleasing miscellany of Bible narratives and incidents, 
together with short illustrative sketches apd tales. 
Suggestion in various childish arts’ occurs at intervals 
throughout the book under the general title of the Ingle- 
nook Stories. Slate studies for reproduction, and other 
matters instructive and entertaining for young children. 


Bible Stories, In Simple Language for Little Children. With 
numerous illustrations, (Square 8vo, pp. 94, boards. New 
York: Frederick Warne & Co, 50 cents) 


A companion book to “The Life of our Lord.” Both 
books aim to keep as closely as possible to the Scripture 
text, with simplified language in the connective and ex- 
planatory parts. Events are given chronologically, 
although not in Bible order. Attractive and useful for 
young children at home. Valuable assistant to parents. 


Sunday Reading for the Young. (Royal octavo, pp. iv, 412. 
New York: E. & J. B. Young & Co. $1.25.) 


Another miscellany; the annual volume for 1894 
made of a year’s issue of this weekly English magazine 
for the young. Consists of stories, instructive para- 
graphs and brevities, Bible stories and texts. Reading- 
matter and illustrations all original. An excellent pub- 
lication for pleasure and profit of boys and girls of all 
ages. 

BIOGRAPHY. 


The Children’s Life of Abraham Lincoln. By M. Louise Put- 
nam. (i2mo, illustrated, pp. 290, .Chieago: A. C. Me- 
Clurg & Co. $1.25.) 


Does not satisfy a desire for amusement at the expense 
of a practical lesson. In the belief that intelligent chil- 
dren desire to know something of the methods of our 
country’s government, the author has treated this subject 
in a manner both interesting and instructive. For boys 
and girls of twelve years and upwards, 


Leaders into Unknown Lands; Being Chapters of Recent 
Travel. By Arthur Montefiore, F.G.S., F.R.G.S. (12mo, 
illustrated, pp. 320. New York: Thomas Whittaker. 
$1.25.) 

_ Six men whose achievements have benefited humanity 

on the grandest scale: Livingstone and Stanley in Africa, 


Burton in the East, Wallace among the Malays, Stuart 





refusal to recant and serve the goddess even for the sake 








own comments, based upon personal knowledge of the 
scenes described, give the book a far greater value than 
any simply condensed history of travel. A stimulus to 


| wider reading of an instructive, breadth-giving kind. 


FICTION. ‘ 


After Many Days. By Catherine Mary MacSorley. (16mo, 
illustrated, pp. 93. New York: E, & J. B. Young & Co, 
30 cents.) 


A young man returns to his home when school-days are 
over to find his native village without a church and the 
people in a degraded moral condition. He enters upon 
a plan of Christian work, the final good results of which 
he does not live to see, A lesson of faith and persistent 
labor, leaving God to care for the results. For Christian 
workers among older boys. 


The Conroy Cousins. By Edward N. Hoare, M.A. (12mo, 
= ae pp. 879. New York: E. & J. B. Young & Co. 
1.50.) 


A tale of the Irish coast. Two boys, through a suc- 
cession of trying and impressive circumstances, grow to 
useful and honored manhood. The plot is a good onein 
conception, and well executed. An excellent lesson in 
persistent uprightness of character. May be read with 
profit by older boys. 

Molly and Nan ; Or, The Children of Bramblemere’: A Coun- 


try Tale. By A. M. Wilson. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 121, 
New York: E. & J. B. Young & Co. 40 cents.) 


The story of two bright children living in the rectory 
of a quiet English village. Useful impressions for the 
younger girls. 

Sarah Best's Work Basket : A Book tor Working Parties. By 


Mary H. Pickersgill-Cunliffe. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 96. 
New York: E, & J. B. Young & Co. 30 cents:) 


A helpful and interesting little story. A discouraged 
seamstress discovers that the different parts of her 
homely occupation are typical of life’s perplexities, and 
suggestive of her own Christian experiences. From 
these comparisons she derives comfort, learns to be pa- 
tient and contented, and, better than all, finds that it is 
possible to do good work for the Master while the fingers. 
are busy with toil. _ For the older girls. 


Daffodil: A Story for the Young. By Mande M: Butler. 
(12mo, illustrated, pp. 128. ew York: T. Nelson & 
Sons. 50 cents.) 


A little English girl meets with many unhappy expe- 
riences because of a wilful and over-confident disposi- 
tion.. But she learns her lesson so thoroughly, and 
through such a pathetic train of mistakes and troubles, 
that thinking children will profit by the book while they 
enjoy its pure sentiment. For younger boys and girls. 


Westminster Chimes. By Jessie Armstrong. (12m0, illustra- 
ted, pp. 224. New York and Chicago: F. H. Revell Co. 
$1.25.) 


A story of English life among the respectable poor in 
the neighborhood of Westminster Abbey. Amusing and 
pathetic incidents surround the daily life of the newsboy 
hero and the little crippled heroine. Noble qualities of 
character illustrated. The Christian faith of the invalid 
grandmother gives some strong characteristics. For 
boys and girls of all ages. 


A Troublesome Trio; Or, Grandfather's Wife. By Mrs. Bray. 
(12mo, illustrated, pp.175. New York: James Pott & Co.) 


A well-written story with a good motive. Three 
motherless boys rebel against the authority of their 
grandfather’s young wife, A persistent fight with sel- 
fishness, and a victory for the better impulses of all con- 
cerned. The delineation of genuine child-nature is ex- 
cellent. Of interest to all boys and girls, 


Cousin Isabel: A Tale of the Siege of Londonderry. By 
Marion Andrews. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 147. New York: 
James Pott & Co.) 


The siege of Londonderry in the seventeenth century, 
and its defense of the Protestant faith, is made the back- 
ground of a stirring tale of womanly heroism and manly 
devotiontoduty. The historic events are described with 
vividness, For the older girls and boys. 


Leila; Or, Slave or No Slave. A Story of Cape Life Seven 
Years Ago. By Mrs. Carey-Hobson. (12mo, illustrated, 
pp. 192, New York and Chicago: F. H. Revell Co. $1.) 


A story of family life in Africa, the interest of which 
gathers around the mystery of the parentage of Leila. 
Contains an excellent account of a caravan journey across 
the South African country in early days/ 


Broken Lights. By the author of “A Fellow of Trinity,” 
ete. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 255. New York and Chicago: 
F. H. Revell Co. $1.50.) 


A group of Cambridge theological students go, after 
graduation, into the practical walks of life, where ele- 
ments of character are tested, as well as sincerity of 
purpose. Each man learns how. best to let his light 
shine that God may be glorified. There are also some 
types of superior womanhood. A large part of the scene 
is laid in the mission-fields of Africa, The movement of 
the story is rapid, the purpose high, and the literary 
form and expression above the average. A book which 











in Australia, and Nansen in Greenland. The author's 


may be profitably read by the older pupils and teachers, 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1893.} 


























1, October 1.—The Power of the Gospel Rom. 1 : 8-17 
2. October 8.—Redemption in Christ........... Rotn. 3 : 19-26 
8. October 16.—Justification by Fatthe...................cccceeeeeenenee! Rom, 6 : 1-11 
4. October 22.—Christian Living. Rom. 12 : 1-15 
5. October 29.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others................. 1 Cor. 8 : 1-13 
6. November 5.—The Resurrecti 1 Cor. 15 : 12-26 
7. November 12.—The Grace of Liberality...........--:<..sssees 2Cor. 8 : 1-12 
8. November 19,—LImitation Of Christ...............ccc0sssseeeeseeeeenens Eph. 4 : 20-32 
9. November 26.—The Christian Home Col. 3 : 12-25 
10. D ber 3.—Grateful Obedience................. Bas. 1: 16-287 
11. December 10.—The Heavenly Inheritance....................... 1 Peter 1; 1-12 
12, December 17.—The Glorified Saviour Rev. 1: 9-20 
13. December 24.—The Birth Of Jesus......... ......c0cessesscssseneeeees Matt, 2: 1-11 
14. December 31.— Review. 
2 
OUTLINE INDUCTIVE STUDIES. 
Prepared by 


Tuer AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE. 


[NoTz.—An examination upon the material covered by these les- 
sons will be held in all parts of the world, January 10, 1694. A 
specially prepared direction sheet will be sent to all examinees, on 
receipt of the examination fee (50 cents), containing : 1. Statement 
of principles underlying Inductive Bible Study. 2. Division of the 
present subject, with a valuable outline. 3. Chronological table 
showing the growth and development of the Church from 30 to 100 
A.D. 4. Valuable suggestions for the use of the note-book. 5. Di- 
rections when, and how, to use the recommended helps. 6. Ques- 
tions upon the first fifteen chapters of Acts, to be used. for review. 
Address ‘‘ The American Institute of Sacred Literature, Hyde Park, 
Chicago, Lllinois.’’} 

STUDY XXII—THE EPISTLE TO THE CHURCH 

AT PHILIPPI. 


I. ANALYsiIs oF MATERIAL. 

1. Introduction and Thanksgiving (Phil. 1 : 1-11). 

2. Body of the Episile. 

(1.) Personal matters: (a.) The gospel extended by Paul’s 
imprisonment (1 : 12-18) ; (b) he expects release, but is ready 
for martyrdom (1: 19-26). (2.) Plea for unity in the Phi- 
lippian church: (a.) Unity necessary to withstand heathen 
opposition (1 : 27 to 2: 4); (b) will be effected by humility, 
of which Christ is the great pattern (2: 5-11); (c) the result 
of unity—progress of the gospel (2: 12-18). (3.) Move- 
ments of Paul and his fellow-workers (2: 19-30). (4.) Warn- 
ihgs against error: (a.) Righteousness by faith contrasted 
with righteousness by law (3: 1-11); (6) the progress and 
completion of perfection (3 : 12 to 4: 1). 

3. Conclusion. (1.) Final appeals and exhortations (4 : 2-9). 
(2.) Paul’s gratitude to the church (4: 10-20). (3,) Saluta- 
tion and benediction (4 : 21-23). 

II. Mastery oF MATERIAL. 

1. Read the Epistle carefully, with the aid of the analysis. 
2. Note the two lines of thought, personal and doctrinal, in 
the Epistle, and observe how much belongs to each. 

III. Topics ror Srupy. 

1. Date and Occasion of the Epistle. (1.) Written from 
Rome during Paul’s imprisonment (1:13 f.). » (2.) Occasion: 
the return of Epaphroditus, who had brought a gift from the 
Philippian church (2; 25 f.;4:18). (3.) It is not written 
to rebuke error, but is simply a letter of acknowledgment, 
friendly and confidential. “The most epistolary of the 
Epistles.” (4.) It is especially interesting, (a) as throwing 
light on the Roman imprisonment; (6) showing the affection 
of Paul for this church; (c) revealing some of the rich spir- 
itual conceptions which came from the experience of the im- 
prisonment. 

2. Characteristics of the Epistle. (%.) What word would 
best describe the Epistle ?—doctrinal, hortatory, spiritual, 
friendly? (2.) Note its lack of systematic arrangement and 
of elaborate argument. How wonld its origin help account 
for this? (38.) Decide if Paul intended first to stop at 3: 1, 
and the rest of the book is an after-thought, or if the book is 
a unit in its plan. (4.) Explain the absence of Old Testa- 
ment quotation. (5.) Explain the presence of so large a 
personal element. 

3. Information about Paul in the Epistle. (1.) Gather the 
information under the following heads : (a.) Paul’s past life 
(3 : 4-16); (6) Paul’s Christian work in Rome (1 : 12f., 
4: 22, ete.) ; (c) Paul’s expectations of the future (1: 24f., 
2: 23f., etc.); (d) Paul’s feelings toward the Philippian 
church (4: 1, 10, 19, etc.); (e) Paul’s friends and enemies 
(1 : 15 f., 2: 19-30, ete.). (2) Did Paul expect release? 
(3.) What effect was his imprisonment having on his view 
of life and death? (4.) Putting together all the information 
of the Epistle, try to form a picture of Paul’s situation when 
it is written, including the following items: his position, the 
degree of fregdom allowed him, his frieads and enemies, his 
hopes and fears for the future, the subjects upon which his 
mind dwelt. 

4. The Philippian Church. (1.) Read again Acts 16 : 11-40, 


in the city. (2.) This was the only church whieh Paul had 
allowed to assist iim financially (Phil. 4:15). What does 
this show as to their mutual relations? (3.) From this 
Epistle does there seem to have been any great moral evils 
in the church? (4.) Note that 1:27 to2:4; 4:2f,seem to 
indicate a want of unity. Was this factional, as in the Cor- 
inthian church, or personal? (5.) Euodia and Syntyche 
(4:2) are names of women, who were valaed workers in 
the charch, but between whom strife had arisen. (6.) On 


IV. Summary. 


V. REFERENCES. 


and Howson (Chap. XX VL). 
duction (pp. 127-137). 


the whole, what seems to be Paul’s estimate of the church? 
5. Teaching in this Epistle. (1.) What does 3 : 2-11 teach 
as to the relation of law to faith? (2:) What does 2 : 6-11; 
3: 20f,, teach about Christ? (3.) Express in your own 
words the teaching of 3 : 7-14, as to Christian living. 
Add any other teachings you find in’the Epistle. 


1. What three or four words may be taken as key-notes of 
this Epistle? 2. By what marks does this Epistle show itself 
to be a letter of gratitude and acknowledgment? 3. This 
Epistle is especially rich in thoughts that are precious to the 
Christian life. Write out in your own language some of the 
best of these. 4. Make in your own words a statement of 
chapter 3. 5. What is the view of the value of life and 
death which is taken in this Epistle? 


Livesof Paul: Farrar (Chaps. XLVI, XLVIL.), Conybeare 


(4) 


Dods, New Testament Intro- 








COMMON VERSION. 


16 Do not err, my beloved breth- 
ren. 

17 Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variable- 
ness, neither shadow of turning. 

18 Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of 


AIDS TO SPECIFIC STUDY. 


‘LESSON: X., DECEMBER 8, 1898. 
Grateful Obedience. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Jas. 1: 16-27. Memory verses: 26, 27.) 





his creatures. 

19 Wherefore,my beloved breth- 
ren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath : 

20 For the wrath of man work- 
eth not the righteousness of God. 

21 Wherefore lay apart all‘ilthi- 
ness and superfiuity of naughti- 
ness, and receive with meekness 
the engrafted word, which is able 
to save your souls. 

22 But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own sélves. 

23 For if any be a hearer of the 
word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass : j 

24 For he beholdeth himself, 
and goeth his way, and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. 

25 But. whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and con- 
tinueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man.shall be, blessed 
in his deed. 

26 If any man among you seem 
to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this men’s religion is vain. 

27 Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatheriess and widows 
in their affliction,and to keep him- 
self unspotted from the world. 








1 Or, 


hts bir' 6 Or, seemeth to be 





20r, Know ye *Or, malice *Or, inborn *Gr. the face of 


The American Revisers would substitute “ 
~ ~y yy pt the ) page oll our God and 
w Father” 


REVISED VERSION. 


16 Be not deceived, my beloved 
17 brethren. Every good ' gift 
and every perfect boon is from 
above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom 
can be no variation, neither 
shadow that is cast by turning. 
18 Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, 
thst we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. 
2Ye know this, my beloved 
brethren. But let every man 
be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
20 slow to wrath: for the wrath 
of man worketh not the right- 
21 eousness of God. Wherefore 
putting away all filthiness and 
overflowing of * wickedness, 
receive with meekness the 
*implanted word, which is 
22 able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deluding 
23 your own selves. For if any 
one is a hearer of the word, 
and not a doer, he is like unto 
a mar beholding ° his natural 
24 face in a mirror: for he he- 
holdeth himself, and goeth 
away, and straightway forget- 
teth whet manner of man he 
25 was. But he that looketh into 
the perfect law, the law of lib- 
erty, and so continueth, being 
not a hearer that forgetteth, 
but a doer that worketh, this 
man shall be blessed in his do- 
26 ing. If any man * thinketh 
himself to be religious, while 
he bridleth not his tongue 
but deceiveth his heart, this 
27 man’s religion is vain, Pure 
religion and undefiled before 
our God and Father is this, to 
visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the 
world. 
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ft” for ** boon” in verse 
ther" in verse 27 add the 





Toric OF THE QUARTER: 


the Holy Ghost.—Rom. 14 : 





20 : 1-6, refreshing your memory as to Paul's past labors 


1 Jolin 4 : 19. 


LESSON PLAN. 


Blessedness in the Kingdom. 


Go.pen Text ror THE QuaRtER: The kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink ; but —o and peace, and joy in 


Lesson Topic: Divine Setisiistiness. 


1. Enlightened from Above, vs. 16-18. 
2. Enlightened against Evil, vs. 20, 21, 23, 24, 26. 
3. Enlightened for Good, vs. 19, 22, 26, 27. 


Gotpren Text: We love him, because he first loved us.— 


a 





Darty Home Reaprnes: 


M.—Jas. 1 : 16-27. Divine enlightenment. 
T.—Jas. 1: 1-15. Sources of joy. 
W.—Jas. 2: 1-26. An active faith. 
T.—Jas. 3:1-18. Care of the tongue. 
F.—Jas. 4: 1-17, Cultivating humility. 
$.—Jas. 5 : 1-20. Cultivating patience, 
$.—Gal. 6:1-10, Sowing and reaping. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, ENLIGHTENED FROM ABOVE. 


\. By the Source of All Good: 

Every good gift and every perfect boon is from above (17). 
His tender mercies are over all his works (Psa. 145 : 9). 
Filling your hearts with food and gladness (Acts 14 : i). 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy (1 Tim. 6 

lt, By the Father of All Lights : 

Coming down from the Father of lights (17). 

God said, Let there be light: and there was igas (Gen. 1 : 3). 

God, . . who shined in our hearts (2 Cor. 4 

God is light, and in him is no darkness (1 Scum 1:5). 

i. By the Benefactor of All Saints : 

He brought us forth by the word of truth (18). 

Whichwere born . . . of God oan 1: 18). 

— been begotten again... through the word of God (1 Pet. 


Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin (1 John 8 : 9). * 


: 17). 


II, ENLIGHTENED AGAINST EVIL. 


. Against Wrath : 

The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God (20). 

He that is soon angry will deal foolishly re 14:17). 

Anger resteth in - bosom of fools (Eccl. 7 

Let every man be. . . slow to wrath (Jas. 1: hy 

1. Against Vitensee : 

Putting away all filthiness and . . . wickedness (21). 

Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement (2 Cor. 7 : 1). 

Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth (Eph. 4 : 29). 

He that is filthy, let nim be made filthy (Rev. 22: 11). 

ill. Against ee 

A hearer, ... not a doer, . . . forgetteth (23, 24). 

™~ every one ; that saith . .. shall enter into the kingdom (Matt. 
: 21 


). 
A yh .4 upon the earth ... fell in; and the ruin.. 
Luke 6 : 49). 


We ought to give the more earnest heed (Heb. 2 : 1). 

IV. Against Self-Deception : 

If any man . . . deceiveth his heart, this man’s religion is 
vain (26). 

A deceived heart hath turned him aside (aa. 44 : 20). 


Their senseless heart was darkened (Rom. 1 : 21). 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked (Gal. 6 : 7), 


. Was great 


III, ENLIGHTENED FOR GOOD, 


|. Seek Knowledge : 
Let every man be swift to hear (19). 
To draw nigh to hear is better than. . . sacrifice 1 6:1). 
The people all bung upon him, listening (Luke 19 
Almost the whole city was gathered together to hear tacts 18 : 44) 
it. Practice Truth : 
Be ye doers of the word (22). 
It fell not: for it was founded apes the rock Ghat. & 7 : 2). 
Why. . do not the things which I say? (Luke 6 
The doers of a law shall be justified (Rom. 2 : 13). 
iil. Secure Blessing : 
This man shall be blessed in his doing (25 


My brethren .. . hear the word of God, and do " (Luke 8 : 21), 
Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it (Luke 11 : 28), 


If ye know, . .. blessed are ye if ye do (John 18 : 17), 
IV. Assure Acceptance : 
Pure religion ... before our God . . . is this (27). 


Make your calling and election sure (2 Pet, 1: 1), 
He that doeth righteousness is righteous (1 John 7). 
We know that we have passed out of death inte life (1 Johu 8 : 14), 





Verse 16.—‘‘ Be not deceived.’”’ (1) Liability ; (2) Peril; (3) Warn- 
ing; (4) Eucouragement. 
erse 17.—‘' Coming down from the Father of lights.’ The Father 
above (1) In his personal excellence ; (2) In his generous bestowals. 
erse 18.—* He brought us jorth by the word of truth.”” (1) Man’s 
— state ; (2) God's effective agencies; (3) Man's gracious con- 
on. 
Verse 19.—‘‘ Swift to hear, slow tospeak, slow to wrath.”’ (1) The 
realm of sanctified swiftness: (2) The realm of sanctified slowness,— 


(1) When to be quick ; (2) When to be slow 
Verse 22,—* ye ‘doers of the word.” The word to) Roveaes: 
(2) Received ; (3) Performed.—The word (1) Heard ; (2) Performed 


Verse 25.—‘ This man shall be blessed.” (1) He looks ; (2) He con- 


tinues ; (3) He does: ‘4) He wins. 
Verse 26.—‘‘This man’s religion is vain.” (1) He ves him- 
self; (2) He unbridles his tongue; (3) He deceives his heart ; ;{4) He 


ruins his soul. 
Verse 27.—“ Pure religion . 
(2) Tests of religion. 


. is this.” (1) Varieties in religion; 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


LIGHT AS A SYMBOL. 


Of God's glory (Pea. 104 : 2; 1 Tim. 6 : 16). 
Of God's purity (John 1:9; 1 John 1 : 5). 
Of God’s wisdom (Dan. 2 : 22; Jas. 1 : 17). 
Of Christ’s glory (Acts 9: 3, 5; 26 : 18). 

Of Christ's purity (Matt. 17:2; Rev. 1:14). 
Of Christ’s wisdom (Luke 2 ; 32; John 1:4; 8:12; 12: 46), 
Of the gospel (2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Pet. 2:9). e 

Of a righteous life (2 Sam. 23 : 8,4: Prov. 4: 18). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


AvUTHOR.—Most probably James, “the Lord’s brother” 
(Gal. 1:19), the head of the church at Jerusalem. Some 
think it was the apostle James, the son of Zebedee, but with- 
out sufficient reason. James the son of Alpheus, one of the 
Twelve, was regarded as a different person by the very early 
church, though many held “the Lord’s brethren” to be 
sons of Joseph by a former wife, or else our Lord’s cousins, 
a relationship often covered by the term “brother” in the 
East. Later, in the western church, this James was identified 





with the son of Alpheus, and supposed to be a cousin of our 
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Lord, One view opposed the thought that Mary had any other 
child than Jesus, the other held that Joseph had no children. 

Piace or Writinc.—Jerusalem. 

Date.—Some place it as early as A. D. 45, after the perse- 
cution of the Christians by Herod, before there were any 
distinctively Gentile churches, Others place it after the 
chief Epistles of Paul, when an incorrect view of salvation 
by faith had arisen. 

PURPOSE AND CHARACTER.—Its purpose is ethical rather. 
than doctrinal, It has been called the “Christian book of 
Proverbs.” It warns, consoles, and exhorts. The Greek is 
so pure that many suppose the present form to bea transla- 
tion from the Aramaic, 

ContTents.—An analysis of the contents cannot be briefly 
given. Chapter 1 exhorts to patience, warns against be- 
ing mere hearers of the word. Chapter 2 warns against 
respect of persons and fruitless faith. Chapter 3 enjoins gov- 
ernment of the tongue, meekness, and peace. Chapter 4 warns 
against discord, evil speaking, and lack of dependence on 
God. Chapter 5 denounces rich oppressors, encourages the 
oppressed, enjoins prayer in all circumstances, and an attempt 
to reclaim the erring. 

Ovuriine oF Lesson.—Be not deceived (v. 16), for God 
gives every good gift (hence is not the author of temptation), 
and cannot change (v.17); the greatest of these gifts being 
the new life we have through the word of truth (v. 18). 
Hence this word of truth should be properly received (vs. 
19-25); it should govern our words, control our wrath (v.19), 
which cannot fulfil God’s righteous will (v.20). Put away, 
then, vile and malignant dispositions toward others, and 
meekly receive the implanted word (v. 21). Be doers of the 
word, not merely hearers (v. 22); for mere hearers do not 
learn the real lesson respecting themselves (vs. 23, 24); but 
one who truly sees the law of liberty becomes a doer of the 
word, receiving corresponding blessing (v. 25). 

Historica Sertine.—The Epistle is valuable as a his- 
torical document in giving us a glimpse into the life of the 
Christians of Jewish stock, who were zealous for the law. 
Our sympathies are so much on the side of the Pauline 
Christians, and the others appear so constantly to us in an un- 
pleasantly controversial attitude, that this Epistle was needed 
to exhibit them in their loyalty to our common Lord, their 
absorption of his spirit in their practical life, and their en- 
deavor to realize the divine kingdom in their social relations. 
That they are beset by persecutions and enmities, and are 
often found feeble in the tempter’s hand, gives them a fresh 
hold on our sympathies. In the course of time, the Judeo- 
Christian churches were absorbed by the Pauline, especially 
through the dispersion of the nation. Yet the writings of 
the Apostolic Fathers and their early successors are more 
like the Epistle of James than anything else in the New 
Testament. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verses 16,17.—The sixteenth verse is transitional from 
verses 18-15 to verse 17. It introduces verse 17 with a 
special emphasis, as showing that the words of verses 13-15, 
so far as they relate to God, must be true. Temptation 
to evil does not come from God; it comes from the wrong 
desires of the individual man’s heart. Be not deceived in 
this matter, my beloved brethren. God is the source of what 
is good—the unchangeable source of good. He cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither can he tempt any man.—Every 
good gift and every perfect boon: The two expressions here 
used are nearly, but not altogether, the same. The Revisers 
have attempted, and perhaps successfully, to give a rendering 
im accordance with the precise thought of the writer. The 
word rendered “ gift” means, strictly, “giving,” but it is ap- 
parently used here in the passive, not the active sense. The 
word rendered “ boon” is another form from the same root, 
and is used often with the meaning “gift.” Here it may 
carry with it, somewhat more than does the other word, the 
idea of a free gift or favor. Not impossibly, however, the 
two words are synonymous, and the difference of the expres- 
sions is to be found only in the adjectives. The American 
Revisers read “gift” in both cases. The difference in the 
adjectives consists in the fact that the idea of the former is 
heightened and completed in the latter.—The Futher of 
lights® The figure or reference here is to be understood in 
this way: that God is the author of the light of all the 
illuminating heavenly bodies. As the source of all light, he 
must be in himself the light in which no darkness is inter- 
mingled. Thus good, and not evil, must come forth from 
him.— With whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is 
cast by turning: There is a reference, as we may not doubt, 
to the heavenly bodies,—the stars, etc.,—in these words; but 
the language is not strictly astronomical throughout the en- 
tire sentence. The thought seems to be this: that in God, 
viewed under the figure of one who is the source of light, 
there is no variation, such as occurs in the case of the lights 
set in the heavens, and no dark shadow caused by the turn- 








and in him is no darkness at all,” says the Apostle John in 
his first Epistle. 

Verse 18.—This verse shows still. farther, and by another 
thought as connected with God, that the source of tempta- 
tion to evil is not in him. He is the author of the new 
spiritual life,—the life from which evil is excluded. He 
cannot be the tempter to evil. The verse has connection also 
with what follows, as is indicated by the reference to it in verse 
19, “ye know this.” In this view of it, it isthe foundation 
of the special exhortations which follow.—O/ his own will he 
brought us forth: The origin of the new life as found in God 
is emphatically set forth in these words. The object of the 
writer is to show that: the very possibility of the beginning 
of the life that is opposite to evil is due to the exercise of 
God’s will. God's will must, therefore, be against evil. This 
is still further emphasized by the following clause which sets 
forth the end in view of this exercise of his will.—That.we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures: The use of the 
word “‘firstfruits” here is suggestive of the beginning of the 
harvest. The spiritual harvest is begun in us. We must 
accordingly be possessed of the true spiritual life. If God 
brought us forth with this purpose, he must ever work to- 
wards good, and not evil. If, on the other hand, we are the 
first-fruits of his creatures, it becomes us, on our part, to live 
the true spiritual life, and put away all evil and unrighteous- 
ness.— By the word of truth: That is, the gospel. It is by 
means of the gospel that the man is brought into the new 
life—is born anew. 

Verses 19, 20.— Ye know this: That is, what has just been 
stated in verse 18. The phrase “my beloved brethren” 
calls attention to the words “ ye know this,” with a special 
earnestness and emphasis; and so also. to the words that 
follow. The special exhortations which follow upon the 
words “ye know this,” and have their foundation in the 
words of verse 18, begin with verse 21. The words of 
the second part of verse 19, and those of verse 20, have a sort 
of parenthetical or side character, and seem to be directed 
towards certain particular tendencies and failings on the part 
of the readers of the Epistle: “ Let every man among you, 
however, be swift to hear,” etc.. The tendencies in the read- 
ers to which allusion is made, as we are led to believe also 
from other indications in the Epistle, were manifested in their 
desire and readiness to take upon themselves the office of 
teachers, and to contend against others.—Slow to wrath: The 
wrath here spoken of is that which is directed against men, 
~be'slow to give expression to wrath, or to speak words to 
or with reference to others, which spring out of wrathful feel- 
ing.—For the wrath of man, etc.: This sentence gives a reason 
for the exhortation which precedes. The wrath of man 
“worketh not ;” that is, does not produce, or tend to produce, 
—the righteousness of God ;” that is, that right life which 
is demanded and approved of God. 

Verse 21.—The word “ wherefore” points backward, so far 
as the immediate connection is concerned, to the words of 
the twentieth verse. With reference to the main progress of 
thought, however, we may say that this verse follows upon 
the first sentence of verse 19, and is founded on what is said 
in verse 18. In view of their knowledge of the fact that 
God had, by the word of truth, brought them forth to the 
end that they might be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures, 
the readers should put away evil, and receive the true power 
of the word into themselves.—AU filthiness and overflowing 
of wickedness: The word “ wickedness” depends on both of 
the two preceding words, the former of which sets forth the 
polluting character of the wickedness, and the latter the 
abounding character of it.— With meekness: This word here, 
as in many cases in the New Testament, probably means 
“gentleness ;” that is, towards others, as contrasted with 
“wrath,” rather than “ meekness.”— The implanted word : The 
word which is implanted in the heart by God, and which, as 
it is received, has that growing power within itself which be- 
comes the saving force for the soul. 

Verse 22.—The reception of the word as the vital force of 
the inward life involves in itself the impulse to action. The 
doing accompanies, as of necessity, the true hearing. If the 
hearing which the man gives is not this truly receptive hear- 
ing, which results in doing, he is the victim of self-delusion. 

Verses 23, 24.—These verses, together with verse 25, give 
the reason for the preceding, which is, that mere hearing has 
not in itself the necessary impelling power for the transfor- 
mation of the life. This only is given by such hearing as is 
inseparably connected with doing. The contrast is set forth 
by the example of a man who carelessly looks at his face in 
a mirror, and that of one who carefully looks into a law to 
study its requirements and compare his life, as he is living it, 
with that which the law requires of him.— His natw- 
ral face: Literally, “the face of his birth;” that is, the face 
which nature has given him, as we say, or which he possesses 

by his natural birth.—And goeth away, and straightway for- 
getteth: These words indicate the carelessness of the whole 
action, so far as any bearing upon the improvement of the 
life is concerned. 

Verse 25.—The word “ looketh,” in the original, denotes a 
“bending down” for the purpose of carefully looking into. 





ing of any dark side towards the beholder. “God is light, 





We find the same verb in John 20: 5, where Peter is spoken 


of as “stodping down” and looking into the tomb where 
Jesus had been placed, The force of the expression is in- 
creased by the addition of “ and so continueth.” The earnest 
and continuous looking into a law indicates, in itself, ener- 
getic effort in the carrying out in life and practice of what 
the law contains. The man who thus looks will be, not a 
hearer that forgetteth, but a doer that worketh.—The perfect 
law: The “law of liberty,” by which phrase the gospel is 
designated as a rule of life in which the working force is 
love, giving rise to free obedience, is ‘‘ the perfect law,” be- 
cause it is the law which contains the rule of the perfect 
life, It is the perfect rule of the perfect life, having in and 
with itself the impulse and inspirgtion of that life “as free- 
dom ;” namely, love.—This man shall be blessed in his doing : 
The blessing which accompanies the true life, and is its 
reward, will follow such continuous and earnest looking, 
which results in doing what the law requires, 

Verse 26.—As carrying out still farther the thought of 
the preceding verses, and emphasizing the necessity for the 
true life of not merely hearing, but doing; the writer gives 
his definition of pure religion, in’ contrast with its opposite. 
In this verse he denies the possession of pure religion on the 
part of the man who does not act in accordance with its de- 
mands.— Thinketh himself to be religious: He takes the case of 
the man who carelessly looks at character, and pays no serious 
attention to what manner of man he is. He carelessly deems 
himself religious, but, failing to do what he ought, he de- 
ceives himself—Bridleth not his fongue: This particular 
wrong-doing is cited because this matter of wrath and con- 
tention is especially in the writer’s mind.—Js vain: That is, 
has no substance or reality in it, It is of no value. It 
amounts to nothing. 

Verse. 27.—The word rendered “religion” here and in 
verse 26, and that rendered “ religious” in verse 26, aré 
words which, by their derivation, designate religion as origi- 
nally connected with the fear of God, and in usage the word 
rendered “religion” is connected especially with external 
manifestations of worship and religion. Possibly the word is 
here used because the writer is speaking of actions, and what 
is in the external sphere—avoiding evil speaking, visiting 
the fatherless, etc.—Pute and undefiled: The positive aud 
negative expressions answer to each other.— Before» That is, 
in the judgment of. The writer specifies one act of charity 
as illustrative of outward action, and then adds a compre- 
hensive phrase covering both inward and ‘outward life: 
“ visiting the fathetless and widows, arid keeping himself un- 
spotted from the world.” 

Yale University. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D. 


The writer of the Epistle of James in its opening words 
speaks of himself as a “ bond-servant,” or slave,“ of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,” but does not call himself an 
apostle. He can have been no other James than the one 
who early appears in the Acts as the head of the church at 
Jerusalem (Acts 12 : 17; 15 : 13 ff; 21 : 18); he whom 
Paul mentions as “the brother of the Lord” (Gal. 1: 19), 
and whom Jude calls his brother (Jude 1),—the James who 
was known as “the Just,” and was recognized even by the 
Jews as so strictly righteous in the observance of the Mosaic 
law that they resented his martyrdom by the high-priest and 
his fellow-Sadducees as an outrage (Jos. Ant. 20: 9,1). He 
was slain at the instigation of these dignitaries, in the year 
62, by the cruel death of stoning. 

The Epistle is inscribed to the Jewish Christians of all 
the tribes everywhere, James himself being a rigid follower 
of the law, and the separation between Jews and Christians 
not having as yet disturbed the unity of the infant church. 
In keeping with this, the place of meeting is called a “ syna- 
gogue” (Jas. 2: 2), the Jewish formula of the unity of God 
is introduced (2: 19), Jewish oaths are forbidden (5: 12), 
and the whole tone of the Epistle indicates the special short- 
comings more especially peculiar to legal-minded Jews. 

The Epistle begins by noticing the trials to which those to 
whom it is addressed are exposed. They are to count them 
joy rather than matter of sorrow, and should bear them with 
patience, praying to God in faith for wisdom, a-warning be- 
ing given to those who let doubts trouble them. The rich 
are compared to the waving grass, which is destined to be 
scorched up and wither away before the gun and the burning 
wind ; but the poor is to regard his poverty as a “high 
estate,” the rich,in fact, having then only true cause to re- 
joice when he also is “ made low,” and thus escapes the judg- 
ment of God, In contrast to the withering up of the rich, 
the humble, if he stand firm amidst trial, will receive the 
crown of life. 

Next follows a warning not to refer inner temptations to 
God, since they come from our own “lust.” From God, on 
the other hand, come only all forms of good gifts; as, for ex- 
ample, the sew birth through the Word of Truth. The 
readers of the Epistie are therefore exhorted to be quick to 





hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath. The being quick te 
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hear is then mere fally explained as the receiving with 
meekness the word of hope through Christ, which alone can 
make the soul truly blest. But this receiving it must prove 
itself, by their zealous practice of all works of love and by 
their keeping themselves “from the world.” A more de- 
tailed examination of the second half of the ¢hapter may, 
however, be interesting. 

It was so vital a matter to assign spiritual temptations to 
their true source in our sinful desires, that James warns his 
readers against deceiving themselves on this point, showing 
- the weightiness of his words by using towards .those who 
should receive them tlie endearing name of his“ beloved 
brethren.” The good we enjoy comes from God, and there- 
fore it is impossible that the tempting us can come from him. 
Every good gift, whether for the body or the soul, and every 
boon which can be called “ perfect,” comes from the Father 
of Lights, and from no other source. Hewho has shown 
his glory by creating the wondrous heavenly bodies, and 
dwells above, sends them down to us, those shining suns and 
stars well symbolizing their worth and splendor. Nothing 
dark and unholy can come from one whose holiness is only 
faintly shadowed by the glories of the skies, and hence it is 
monstrous to ascribe our temptations to him, The Father of 
Lights far outshines the creations of his hands. Their bright- 
ness varies ; his glory is ever unchtangeably the same. There 
is no shadow cast by turning, in him, as in these glorious orbs, 

“Of his own will he brought us forth in, the new birth as 
Christians, by means of the word of truth,—that is, the gos- 
pel,—that we should be, as we ate, through this new birth, a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures,—the first, that is, in‘ his 
new kingdom, consecrated to his service. Of that kingdom, 
destined to embrace all the world, the Christians of that age 
were indeed the first subjects. Ye know this, beloved breth- 
ren; therefore be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to be 
angry. And this both as to hearing the-word of truth and 
in your daily life, and in general thoughtfulness, which shuns 
too ready speech, and in the meekness of your whole bearing ; 
for anger does what is wrong before God. 

“Therefore, putting away from you all impurity and over- 
flowing of evil, natural to man, listen with meekness to the 
teachings of the gospel, so far as it—the word of truth—is 
implanted in your bosoms, receiving them into your heart; 
for such hearing is able to save your souls. 

“But by right hearing I mean that which makes you 
active in doing as the gospel directs; for mere hearing and 
head knowledge. of the truth is worthless, and you will de- 
ceive yourselves if you trust toit. A hearer who does not 
carry out what he hears in his daily life is like a man who 
for a moment looks at himself in a mirror, and presently for- 
gets, when he turns away, what he was like. But a true 
hearer is one who keeps his eyes stedfastly on the mirror of 
the gospel, the perfect law, the law of liberty,—that law which, 
resting on the foundation of the wondrous love. pf God to 
man, creates the new life out of which flows forth joyful 
obedience, unconstrained and free, and thus gives that liberty 
which the Old Testament law could not give, showing itself 
thus perfect. Besides merely looking casually into it, the 
true hearer keeps on looking, being not a thoughtless hearer, 
who forgets its lessons, but a doer, who works. Such a man 
shall be blessed in his doing. 

“Mere talking, without doing, is good for nothing. The 
acts of outward religiousness which have not their root in the 
heart are of no value before God. A man only deceives him- 
self by trusting to them. Pure outward service, acceptable 
to heaven, pure and undefiled, is to visit the fatherless and 
the widows in their affliction, from warm-hearted love, and to 
keep one’s self unspotted from anything around that is sinful, 
especially from all those who live sinful lives. Whatever is 
innocent is free to Christians, but they must keep far off from 
any shadow of evil.” ’ 


Bournemouth, England. 





HEARERS AND DOERS. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D, 


The starting-point of this context is the assertion that 
temptation never comes from God. To suppose that it does 
is to “be deceived” (v.16). In verses 16 and 18, James 
shows that inducements to evil cannot come from God the 
unchangeable, inasmuch 1s good of all sorts is his gift, and 
especially since the highest good of all, namely, the gift of 
sonship, has come from him through the word of the gospel. 
The mention of that gift and of its channel leads the writer 
to dilate, in the remainder of this section, on the right way 
for Christians to receive that word, and so to fulfil the divine 
purpose in their salvation. 

1. We have the great thought of God as the perfect giver, 
and especially of his greatest gift. In strict accuracy, we 
should translate “every good giving and every perfect gift.” 
The divine act of bestowal is good; that is, loving and kind. 
Consequently its result, the thing given, is perfect ; that is, 
purely and completely suited to our needs. Experience telis 
us this, and faith, instructed by revelation, tells us that God, 
the source of all light, material or spiritual, whether it be 
light of joy, or of purity, or of knowledge, is always the 


same. If he gives good, his immutable character guarantees 
that he can never give its opposite. His methods may 
change, but not his purpose. The aspect of his gifts may 
vary, from bright to dark, but their inmost character must 
always be thesame. There are spots in the sun, but there 
are none in him. _ 

James, the most practical of the New Testament writers, 
accords with John, the most mystical, in declaring that 
“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” The quasi 
scientific terms which he uses are susceptible of varying 
explanations; but their drift is clear. ‘“ Variableness” (con- 
nected with the astronomical term “ parallax”) probably 
refers to the change of position in the heavenly “lights,” 
“shadow caused by turning,” to the phases of the moon, or 
to the darkness of eclipse. There is no dark side to that 
Sun, which may some day be turned to us and ray out gloom. 
Nay, there is no “turning” at all. Good once is ever good 
with God. 

The transcendent instance of his goodness is his making 
men his children through the word. That was done in the 
exercise of his own uncoustrained love. His will was un- 
determined by anything extraneous. He is the self-motived 
God. Since, then, he has thus willed, and, willing, has thus 
acted, what absurdity to suppose that he changes his will, 
and tempts to sin those whom he has regenerated throogh 
his ward, for the express purpose of making them the “ first- 
fruits of his creatures, the earliest to realize his ideal for all 
intelligent beings; namely, holiness and likeness to himself! 
God’s design in giving salvation ensures that all his subse- 
quent gifts shall tend to carrying out that design, “The 
word of truth” here means the whole message of the gospel, 
whether written in the Scripture or spoken by teachers. Ii 
is the instrument which effects the communication to men of 
the new life, by which they become. God’s children. 

2. James goes on to point out, in verses 19-21, the great 
duty of Christians in regard to that word which thus brings 
them into so blessed a relation. ‘‘ Wherefore” in the 
Authorized Version is changed in the Revised Version into 
“Ye know this,” by the change of one letter in the Greek. 
It refers back to the truth laid down in verse 18. The fact 
there stated carries with it obligations, of which the chief is 
to “receive with meekness” the word. Note the description 
of it. It is “ engrafted,” or, better, “implanted” (Rev. Ver.), 
—not merely heard by the ear, but, as Christ says, taken 
“into an. honest and good heart.” It is “able to save the 
soul.” Of course, the word saves only because, when re- 
ceived, it brings him whosaves. But that significant “able” 
should be carefully observed. The word does not work 
magically, but on condition of our yielding to it and taking 
it into our hearts. Potentially it saves all, actually it saves 
those who use it aright. 

Note the obligation laid by it on us. We must receive it, 
and that “ with meekness;” for the chief obstacle to its en- 
trance into us is our own obstinate high-mindedness. Moun- 
tain tops are dry, the low land has the streams. The re- 
quired “ meekness” is only won by resolute casting off all 
“ filthiness” (that is, sin) and “overflowing of wickedness; ” 
but, on the other hand, that denuding ourselves of these is 
best effected as a consequence of the indwelling of the word 
in us. 

Note the special duties in verse 19. “Swift to hear” 
is the same as “receiving with meekness. “Slow to speak” 
points to the voluble talk which James reprehends so often 
as a besetting sin of his readers, which stood in the way of 
their Christian receptivity of, and profiting by, God’s word. 
It does so still among less emotional races. “Slow to wrath” 
strikes at another of the defects of excitable Easterns, and 
warns us that easily moved passions hinder our reception of 
that word, and that the sort of acts which are approved by 
him (“the righteousness of God”) do not flow from such 
turbid sources. 

3. In verses 22-25 another side of our obligations to the 
word is set forth. Hearing is very well, as has. just been 
said ; but it is not all. The word received has to be wrought 
out and manifested. So we come to the familiar antithesis of 
hearers and doers. There is great danger of self-deception 
by substituting more or less real acceptance of the gospel for 
a life based upon its principles. How many of us are en- 
snared by that delusion! Conscious hypocrites are rare, un- 
conscious ones are many. No man will long deceive others 
by religious professions unless he has deceived himself first 
of all. Every gospel truth is meant to influence character 
and conduct. There are truths which only ask to be believed ; 
Christ’s truth demands that we should do it. 

James is like a Jewish prophet, not only in his moral 
earnestness and stern rebukes, but in his wealth of homely 
illustrations. That one of the man glancing at himself in a 
metal mirror, and for a moment having his appearance made 
visible to himself, and then going away and forgetting the 
sight he had of himself, is full of grave teaching. The word 
is not only meant to show us God, and, telescope-like, to 
bring heavenly things within our vision, but also to show us 
ourselves as sinful, weak, and needing Christ’s salvation. 
We shall never behold him in his full glory and redeeming 





power unless we behold ourselves in our misery and bondage, 





The revelation of him as Redeemer discloses, as nothing else 

does, the lost condition of each of us. But it is possible and 

tragically common for us to get a glimpse of ourselves in 

that mirror, and then to turn away and gladly forget the 

ugly sight in earthly distractions, James thinks that the 

way to fix the evanescent portrait on the sensitive plates a 
conscience and memory is to act as the word prescribes. He 

that brings into practice all that he has learned from the 

gospel will daily learn more. 

It will be a doubtful blessing to be always confronted with 

our own likeneds, unless we seé along with it the fair figure 

of him who will change us into his likeness if we keep near 

him ; but we shall never get rid of our ugliness till we see it 
clearly and constantly, and we shall best preserve the whole- 
some sense of our own sin by looking stedfastly into the 
mirror. So James puts the picture of the true receiver of 
the word, who is doer as well as hearer, in the companion 
metaphor of verse 25. Note there the designation of the 
word as a law, which to James and his Jewish hearers was a 
sacred name, conveying the highest conception of divine 
revelation. The gospel is the perfection of law. Paul’s an- 
tithesis of law and gospel is not contradicted. He would 
have entirely endorsed James’s words ; for to him the gospel 
laid down the perfect rule of life. Paul makes prominent 
the revealed love, which he declares to be law. James makes 
prominent the law, which he presupposes to be revealed love. 
It is the law of liberty, inasmuch as it is freely obeyed, and 
brings freedom through obedience. “That thy benefit should 
not be as it were of necessity, but willingly,” is its language. 
The werd received makes duty choice. The heart’s dictates 
will coincide with the law’s requirements, like two of Euclid’s 
equilateral triangles laid one upon the other. 

Note the attitude of the doer. He “looks into” the law; 
not with the passing, careless glance of one who accidentally 
catches a glimpse of his face in a mirror, but with a stedfast 
gaze. The word includes the ideas of stooping down and 
fixedly contempfating, as Peter and the weeping Mary did 
at the tomb, or as “ angels desire” to do into the mysteries 
of redemption. The gaze must be protracted as well as 
steady. Continuance is a condition of deep perception. 
Short looks see little. What can be taken in at a glance is 
trivial, Who can understand a picture or work of art, or 
drink in the sentiment of a fair landscape, in one look? 
Hurried glimpses of the gospel, to which we are all tempted 
by the scramble of modern life, are our bane. “ Wait 
patiently for him ” needs to be rang in our ears, Religion 
suffers by bustle and lack of quiet, continuous bebolding of 
the mirror of the word. 

Such continuous contemplation will not be waste time. It 
will lead to better service than do the transient glances, 
which excuse themselves because there is so much Christian 
work to do that there is no leisure for longer ones. Such a 
gazer will be a doer, and will be blessed in his doing. That 
is not preaching salvation by works, but declaring that a man 
who works, because he has received the salvation which the 
implanted word brings, shall in, and not merely after, or as a 
recompense for, his doing, be blessed. “In his doing” no 
rewards of Christian service are comparable to those which 
necessarily come with it. Heaven hereafter and blessedness 
here are not prizes given as medals or laurel wreaths which 
might be hung on the victors’ breasts or laid on their brows, 
but they are the outcome of the good deeds. To be blessed 
for his deed would be but poor blessing; to be blessed in it 
is best. 

4. We have finally the doing required by the word de- 
scribed. In verse 26 mere external observances, unaccom- 
panied with self-control, are declared to be of no worth or 
substance. “Religious” and “religion” in this paragraph 
distinctly refer only to such outward acts. James specifies 
bridling the tongue, because its unbridled use was, obviously 
from other parts of his Epistle, the besetting sin of his readers, 
If he had been writing to modern Christians, one can think 
of several other things which he would have named as need- 
ing very severe curbing. His general principle is that punc- 
tilious show of outward service, without self-control, is but a 
mask, The wearer may deceive others and himself; for we 
are apt to think ourselves very good Christians if we attend 
to such external forms. But he cannot deceive God; and in 
that respect, as in others, his surface service is vain. 

Verse 27 has been terribly misunderstood, and the transla- 
tion of the Authorized Version has been the occasion of it. 
No apostolic writer could have taken so shallow a view of 
“religion” as to resolve it into acts. It is the spring of acts, 
and isa state of mind and heart, not a course of conduct, 
The stream is not the fountain. People who are contented 
with this as a definition of religion show thereby that they 
understand neither religion nor morality. It does give in 
broad outline a summary of Christian conduct, in its two 
main parts of active charity and moral purity. The “father- 
less and widows” are named, after James's fashion, not as ex- 
hausting, but as prominent members of, the class to whom 
sympathy and help are due. 

The “world” is the aggregate of men and things con- 
sidered as apart from God, and tempting to separation from 





him. God only can keep us pure; but we have, in reliance 
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on, and faithful use of, his help, to “keep ourselves un- 
spotted.” As Coleridge well says (“Aids to Reflection,” 
Introduction, Aphorism 23): “ Morality itse}f is the service 
and ceremonial of the Christian religion. The scheme of 
grece and truth that ‘became through Jesus Christ’ the faith 
that looks down into the perfect law of liberty, has light for 
its garment: its very robe is righteousness.” 


Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS., 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 


AS NATURE, 80 DEEDS. 


James wrote but little, but it is so lofty that it must have 
had the same inspiration as David and Isaiah. 

See the picture of the lesson. Below is a world full of 
brethren; above, the Father, not presented as the Creator of 
lights, but the Father of them, giving a kind of personality 
to them, filling them with divine qualities and cheerful affec- 
tion, so that good and perfect gifts of every sort flow down 
unchangeably with the lights on the world of brethren. Can 
we teach it, make it appear? 

What kind of brethren should they be? Begotten by 
God, with the word of his truth in all ages, with an immense 
power of divine heredity, and specially consecrated as first- 
fruits. Then follow a dozen actions characteristic of that kind 
of a nature. 

May we not teach that this wonderful life will come out 
naturally from that kind of nature? Is it not to be expected 
that the power of heredity from such a Father will tell in 
his children? Will not these things be easier to do than the 
opposite? And is there not actual help from God to aid 
nature ? 

This is more than intimated in this list of exhortations. 
* Receive passively, with meekness, the inborn or implanted 
word, which is able of itself to save your souls.” And again, 
the law that binds the begotten of God to certain courses is a 
perfect law of liberty. What song is to a bird, play to a 
lamb, that teachableness, clean speech, meekness, doing of 
the word, is to one begotten of God by the word. No wonder 
such a one is blessed in all his doing. 

But even the rose may be cultured from the single, wild 
mature to the manifold, hundred-leaved beauty. And, 
having such a nature, or any trace Of it, it should be oul- 
tured, restrained, developed, in conformity with the tests of 
this lesson till it has pure and undefiled religion before God 
in all outward acts. 


University Park, Colo, 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Be not deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and 
every perfect boon is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast 
by turning (vs. 16,17). The best gift ever given to man is 
the knowledge of God. That gift in itself raises the lowest 
order of man above the highest order of brutes, and opens 
before the lowest man possibilities above the highest angels. 
And such a gift as that could not have had any other author 
than God. Divine revelation is the only source of religion. 
No man, or set of men, ever conceived the idea of God, or of 
any form of religion, unaided by God’s original revelation of 
himself, or some vestiges of it. Be not deceived on this 
point, even though you should read all that has been said on 
the other side, by all the carpers and scoffers in ancient or in 
modern times. And be sure, also, that the revelation which 
came from the unswerving God has not the slightest twist in 
it, There may have been a twist in its transcriptions, or in 
its translations, or in the popular understanding of it, which 
the progress of science or of textual criticism will enable you 
to straighten out. But the revelation itself is as true and as 
straightforward as its divine Author. 

But let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath 
(v.19). It is a great thing to fairly know what is said to 
you, before you decide to act on it, before you make your 
comments on it, before you get angry over it; it is a rare 
thing as well as an important one. Most of the differences 
among men grow out of misunderstandings ; misunderstand- 
ings, too, which would have been avoided if the hearers had 
only been as slow to wrath and as slow to speech as they were 
slow and defective in hearing what was said tothem. And 
this is quite as true in the realm of religious discussion as in 
any other realm. Fault-finding with a preacher's pulpit utter- 
ances is more commonly based on what a hasty hearer thoughé 
he heard than on what he did hear. Ten men will dispute 
with each other angrily over a point of Bible-teaching with- 
out once turning to the Bible itself to consider carefully the 
spirit and declarations of the inspired text, where one man will 
go reverently and teachably to that text to ascertain its real 
meaning on the point in question, with a simple purpose of 
learning what God, his Father, has said»about it. So the in- 
junction of James is still timely. Remember that the Bible 


And because it is God who there speaks to you, give atten- 
tion to its teachings. Be quick to hear every word of its 
commandments, its counsels, and its warnings; for they are 
as your very life, But be cautious in your comments on 
those teachings, or in your responses to them, especially 
where you do not fully understand, or are unready to accept, 
them. Above all, have a care not to be provoked at Bible 
teachings which are hard to be comprehended, or which go 
against your grain ; “for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God.” 

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding 
your own selves (v.22). There is no merit in mere Bible 
hearing or Bible studying; but not everybody seems to re- 
alize that truth. Many a man prides himself on his regu- 
larity in church attendance, without even a thought of how 
his Sunday hearing affects his weekday doing. Many a pas- 
tor or teacher thinks that the memorizing of the golden texts, 
or of the selected verses, or of the entire lesson selections, by 
the scholars generally in his school, is in itself a proof of the 
efficiency of that school, because it proves that the scholars 
there have been good hearers of the Bible words, But while 
good hearing is an essential preliminary to good doing in 
the line pointed out, good hearing practically amounts to 
nothing if it does not lead to good doing. It would be far 
better for a hearer, in church or in Sunday-school, to hear 
just one precious sentence of Bible truth, and act_on it, than 
for him to hear attentively, and to memorize accurately, 
every word of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, without 
acting on the chief teachings of the inspired volume, Giving 
prominence to the hearing of God’s word rather than to the 
doing of it, is quite as prominent a mode of delusién in our 
day asin the daysof James. That is why the average pew- 
holder buys a seat in church,—to show that he is a hearer of 
the word, whether he is a doer or not. 

Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world (v. 27).~. Religion is here 
represented in a threefold aspect, or with threefold duties; 
with a duty toward God, a duty toward our fellows, and a 
duty toward ourselves; and these duties are named as if in 
that order of importance. First, we are to live as in God’s 
sight, and as the children of God. Secondly, we are to live 
for our fellows, having an especial care for those who are 
in special need of care. Thirdly, we are to so live.as to keep 
ourselves from the stain of impure surroundings. Men have 
always been prone to neglect or ignore one or another of 
these duties, or to reverse their Bible order. A great many 
have given the first thought to themselves, to their own sal- 
vation, and to keeping themselves unspotted from the world; 
and, so thinking, they have shut themselves out from the 
world, within the walls of a monastery or a convent, as if in 
a glass case, in order to be free from soiling while they were 
securing their salvation. But in this revergal of the Bible 
order, they have wholly neglected their fellows; and in so 
doing have dishonored, by misrepresenting, their God and 
Father, while they have also soiled their souls with the 
mildew of their uncalled-for confinement. Others, again, 
have put their duty to their fellows as foremost, and have 
neglected all recognition of God, and all proclamation of him 
as deserving the honor of their good works of every kind. 
Yet others have seemed to think that if they worshiped God, 
and gave liberally to his cause, they had no personal duty to 
visit and to minister to their needy fellows. But he who is 
an attentive hearer and a faithful doer of the inspired Word 
of God, will recognize the sacred trinity of duties in religion, 
and will be faithful to his God, to his neighbor, and to him- 
self. 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SOHAUFFLER, D.D, 


Lauther,.at one time in his life, thought the Epistle of James 
“an epistle of straw.” This, because it speaks little of faith 
and much of works. Luther was wrong. He should have 
called it “an epistle of cast-iron.” It is.a very strong epis- 
tle, dealing with life in its concrete forms, and aiming at the 
performance of duty by all. James will not be satisfied with 
mere profession of godliness. He wants the possession of all 
the graces that goto make a perfect Christian life. Profession 
is cheap, but performance is the thing that has most value. 

In this lesson let us call attention to four things. 

The first of these is hearing. We are all hearers of the 
word. Some of us have been to Sunday-school for many 
years, and each year we have heard the word of God many 
times. In this lies a danger. It is perfectly possible that 
many scholars have a vague idea that, as they study their 
lessons and are regular at school, they are all right. This 
may be so, and it may not be so. There is such a thing as 
hearing to no profit. Our blessed Lord himself spoke of this 
when he referred to those who heard the word and did it not; 
and these he compared to those who built their homes on 
sand, which, as soon as the floods came, were swept away. 
So to-day there are multitudes of Sunday-school scholars who 





came from God, and that therefose it is all true and all right. 


obedience to that which they have heard. This shows that it 
is not enough to hear alone. 

So, too, there is a looking at the word which may be as 
fruitless as the hearing abovespoken of. See verse 25. Many 
of us read our Bibles every day, and perhaps have read them 
through from cover to cover more than once. Are all such 
persons true Christians? No. If that were all that. is needed 
to become a true Christian, it would be an easy thing. There 
are those who often “look” at the law of God, and can tell 
you much of what it says, who yet have never honestly tried 
to obey it., Some of the biggest scamps in the world have 
known a great deal of the word, and been very familiar 
with Bible truth. 

All this looking and listening is for the purpose of govern- 
ing our lives. We hear, if we do so rightly, to heed. All 
hearing without heeding is vain, and worse than vain, Now 
our lives are largely made up of two things; namely, acts 
and words. Of these James speaks in detail. Look at them, 
then, in this way. In verse 22 he warns us to be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, Every one will easily see that 
to know all about honesty, and yet to be dishonest, isevil. Of 
what avail is it to know about truthfulness, and yet be a liar? 
Who respects a man who knows about the evils of drunken- 
ness, and knows how to avoid it, and yet staggers around the 
streets dreadfully intoxicated? Just so it is in God's sight 
with those who know the word of God, and realize what it 
requires of them, and who yet systematically refuse to obey 
its precepts. No amount of such hearing will do anything 
but only increase the responsibility of the person who so hears, 
Better not hear, than hear and not obey. 

But James goes farther than this. We have seen that our 
lives are largely made up of what we do and what we say. 
The one is as important as the other. In fact, sometimes we 
might be tempted to think, from the way in which James 
pute it, that what we say is of more importance than what 
we do. Read verse 26. “If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man’s religion is vain.” Could any statement be 
stronger than that? It cuts deep, and shows us what estimate 
the word of God puts upon our words. If this were the only 
passage where we read such words, we might think that James 
had put it rather too strongly. But the Master said the same 
thing, substantially: “ Every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof.” It is not enough, then, to 
look at the word of God, or to listen to it; we must render 
to it that obedience that shall govern our lives and our lips 
as well, But who can live in this way in his own strength? 
We might, perhaps, get along with our deeds, but, when it 
comes to never sinning with our lips, we may as well give up 
in despair. Words are so easily spoken, and can be so swiftly 
uttered, that before we are aware of it we have transgressed 
the law of kindness, and so have broken the law of God. 

If this lesson has made any impression on the class, you 
can now profitably call the attention of the class to the fact 
that to do what James says we should, we need the daily help 
of the Holy Spirit. Without that we might as well try to 
sweep back the incoming tide as to govern our lives in ac- 
cordance with God’s holy law. It is vain. But through 
Christ we can do all things, and he is ever ready to give us 
his divine aid. Pray, therefore, that he may open your lips, 
that your mouth may sound forth his praise. Ask him to 
guard the door of your lips, that they speak no guile. Ask 
him to direct your path, and to open your ears, and so you 
will be able to do that of which our lesson speaks so clearly. 

New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE INTERMEDIATE 
TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Who wrote all the letters from which we have studied this 
quarter? We study to-day from « letter written from Jeru- 
salem by one who called himself “a servant of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” It was written by James,—not the 
brother of John, the beloved disciple; for that James had 
been beheaded by the order of Herod some years before. 
This James was a brother of Jesus Christ, and so true and 
good that he was called “James the Just.” He lived in 
Jerusalem, and watched over all the churches, seeing many 
who came from other places to worship at the temple. He 
was greatly loved, and he himself loved all the Christians 
with a brotherly love. In this short letter of only five chap- 
ters he says, “my brethren,” or “my beloved brethren,” 
fifteen times. He wrote to be a help and comfort to them, 
for they had many trials. Some were poor, some were among 
enemies, and often they did not know what it was wise or 
best todo. Do you sometimes feel so, and wonder what is 
right? James told them the safe way to know ; for he said, 
“ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.” Can we do 
so, and be sure we shall be shown the safe way? James 
knew there might be a fear lest wisdom would not be given 
or they might be ashamed to own their ignorance. James 
assured them that God gives liberally, generously, and never 
blames us that we do not know more. 





have heard and heard and heard, and have not yet yielded 


Every Good Gift.—James gave some reasons why we should 
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remember God and obey him. What do we read in the 
seventeenth verse? Encourage the children to mention some 
of the daily common blessings which all receive,—sleep, rest, 
waking, sunshine, abundant food, every comfort,—not one that 
is not given by our heavenly Father. He might have made 
the world without so many delights. A few kinds of food 
would have kept us from being hungry, but he gives such 
variety for our pleasure. Theearth isclothed in beauty. The 
children may tell of some of the flowers or colors of blossoms 
with which they are familiar. All these things are to please, 
orto support the body which our heavenly Father made and 
cares for. James writes of good and perfect gifts.. Every 
thing is perfect which God makes. Do you remember what 
we read in the last verse of the first chapter of Genesis? 
“God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good!” How many times in that chapter do you find 
“God saw that it was good”? But the most perfect of all 
gifts was that which God gave because he “so loved the 
world.” What gift was that? Through him as our Saviour 
we have love, peace, joy, and eternal life,—all perfect gifts 
from above. 

The Father of Lights.—So James in his letter writes of God 
the Father. He is the one who at the beginning said, “ Let 
there be light: and there was light.” He made the sun, 
moon, and stars, and for him they shine. John, in one of 
his letters, writes: “God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all.” His love is like his own-sunshine that lights and 
warms every part of the earth; for so he will shine in love 
on every heart and life. God is always the same; the bright- 
ness of his glory never changes, and his heart of love never 
changes to us. Because of our Father's good gifts, and his 
love, we should love him and live for him. That is the 
meaning of grateful obedience,—so glad and thankful to 
Ged, as to love him, and be happy in obeying him. A boy 
ten years old said the other day: “ Mother, next after God, 
I love you more than any one else in all the world.” Do you 
think it is hard for that dear child, who loves God first, to 
obey his mother? 

Be Swift io Hear.—There must have been som:: people in 
the time of James like some nowadays. They go to charch, 
but do not listen or remember what the preacher says. They 
are in Sunday-school, but do not pay attention or try to learn. 
James reproved in kindness. 

Slow to Speak.—Did you ever hear the proverb, “Think 
twice before you speak once”? Do you ever say anything 
you' are sorry for a few minutes afterward? How many 
foolish things people say without thinking! They tell some- 
thing unkind about others, or fepeat what perhaps is not true. 

Slow to Wrath.—If you feel yourself getting angry, “stop 
and count ten.” Did you ever try that rule? People are 
often angry without cause; they are mistaken in the words 
or actions of others; and are so ready to be angry they have 
not time to find out the truth. . 

Be Meek.—What is it to be meek? James tells us to lay 
aside all evil words and actions, and be meek, gentle, mild. 
Who is our perfect example in long-suffering and gentleness ? 
James does not so often mention the name of Jesus Christ, 
but his whole letter is to show how to be like Christ our pat- 
tern, to live and obey as would please Jesus Christ. He tells 
us how to get or receive good, by being willing, swift to hear; 
how to be good by being slow to be angry, slow to speak un- 
kindly ; how to do good by being generous, kind, ready to 
help any who need care or service. 

Be Doers,not Hearers only.—Will it make the life any better 
to hear the word, to know the right, and not to do it? James 
tells us that the one who hears and knows the law of God, of 
his forgiveness and love, who tries to obey all the time, that 
one shall be blessed in his doing. Jesus Christ gave two 
pictures at the end of a sermon which he preached as he 
sat on a mountain, and many people heard him. He said, 
“ Every one which heareth these words df mine, and doeth 
them, shall be likened unte a wise man, which built his 
house upon the rock: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house.” Did it 
fall? Why not? Those who were safe were the doers of the 
word. Those who were hearers, and not doers, of his words, 
Jesus said were like “a foolish man, which built his house 
upon the sand.” What became of that house when “the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew” ? 


Louisville, Ky. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
‘ BY JULIA E. PECK. 


Taking the title of our lesson as our central thought, let us 
first review the lesson for last Sunday, “The Christian 
Home,” the main points in which will suggest ideas of 
obedience as among the home duties. (This is a lesson in 
which the children can all take an active part, as it touches 
them at many points of experience. After a little talk re- 
viewing our lesson of family life in the Christian home in 
such a way that the thoughts are led directly to our obedience 
lesson for to-day, develop from the children their own ideas 
of obedience and disobedience.) 

(Here the children might be allowed to talk freely, as they 


‘ 


fully understand the ideas of obeying from force, obeying 
from love, the obedience that takes the form of eye-service, 
and obeying with an absolute trust in the superior wisdom 
of parents. Thesé thoughts, as given by the children, may 
be emphasized and adapted to enforce the lesson-points for 
to-day, which will strike home to them the more forcibly 
that they have practically built a lesson for themselves, A 
strong point may be made of obedience to parents which 
ariges from a sense of honor, of unselfishness and self-respect.) 

Shall we obey while we are watched and guarded closely, 
or may we be trusted to obey while no one is near to see us? 
(The children may be led to carry out this thought as taught 
in their experience of home and schoo! life.) 

(The teacher’s choice of illustrating stories should be those 
in which the general welfare of all in the home depends on 
an act of prompt obedience, and in which a failure would 
result in confusion and disaster, sometimes material and 
always moral. At the same time, the result should be 
merely suggested, and the children allowed to sum up the 
conclusion, It is better, in most cases, to leave the story 
unfinished, with only the suggestion of possibilities, that the 
experience of the children may lead them to reach the desired 
result in thought and act during the coming week.) 

(Illustrate, as far as possible, with Bible stories which are 
familiar to the children, or with stories of their well-known 
heroes, whose obedience in childhood, even in matters of 
detail, led to their final triumph ; namely, obedience to God. 
If there is opportunity, teach God’s commandment, “Hovor 
thy father and thy mother.” After showing that to obey is 
to honor, lead to the final thought of obeying God’s com- 
mandments, both as duty and privilege.) 

What book teaches us the most about obedience to God? 
For a great many weeks we have been learning Bible verses 
and golden texts which tell us exactly what God wishes us to 
do, and which teach us how to%bey him. I am going to 
remind you of them, and let you repeat them all. You may 
repeat the golden text about overcoming evil. 

(This method wild serve to present the quarter’s_ lessons as 
a continuity, especially if the children are allowed to make 
the immediate application of these texts to their obedience 
lesson.) 

Now you may say your verse about giving up and holding 
back for the sake of a weaker friend (lesson for October 20). 
And now the verse about being kind and tender-hearted 
(lesson for November 19). 

(Here the children may be able to recall Bible verses re- 
lating to conduct in daily life, such as the Golden Rule, and 
others. The children might be allowed to recite all the 
texts that they can remember, with guidance in selecting 
those in the form of a command. Do not review the lessons 
from which these texts are taken, but preserve the sim- 
plicity of the lesson by allowing nothing to blur the direct 
quotation of the texts. Do not offer new texts for the same 
reason, in that way improving an opportunity for the appli- 
cation of verses already learned. For the final application, 
teach the golden text for to-day, emphasizing the thought 
that we may show our love for Christ by our grateful 
obedience.) 

Northampton, Mass. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 
BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D. D., LU. D., F. B.S. 


“THe Farner or Licuts.”—As a large proportion of 
the Jewish race was settled in the East, in the countries 
which were formerly under the sway of the sun-worshiping 
Persians or Armenians, it seems probable that the expres- 
sion, “ Father of lights,” is intended to remind the Israelites 
that there isa“ Light that lightens the world,” far above 
that created light which was the object of the national wor- 
ship of those among whom they lived. The earliest and the 
simplest form of idolatry was that of the sun, certainly the 
noblest of all material things of which man could form a 
conception. And so the Persians, whilst paying adoration to 
the great luminary, indignantly repudiated the accusation of 
idolatry, as do their descendants and successors, the Par- 
sees of the present day. But this sun-worship rapidly de- 
generated into the grossest material idolatry ; as, for instance, 
the Baal or Sun-god of the Canaanites and Phenicians. 
James would guard the disciples from being seduced into 
any toleration of the honor of the Creator being transferred 
to even the grandest of his creations, by reminding them 
that the purest, most ethereal, and noblest of these yet pro- 
ceed from him, and, unlike him, are subject to change. 

“ BEHOLDING HIs NaTURAL Face 1s A Guass.”—Or, as 
it should be more accurately translated, mirror ; for the use 
of glass, with a backing of quicksilver for reflection, was un- 
known until the thirteenth century of the Christian era, The 
ancient mirror which was in use through the whole world 
from the earliest times, even as far as Japan, was a circular 
plate of metal, composed of a mixture of copper and tin, 
with sometimes a small proportion of lead, one face of which 
was kept carefully polished. Many of these circular mirrors, 
with the handle attached, have been found in Egyptian 





tombs; and it is interesting to observe that I have seen many 


mirrors in use in Japan, in the present day, with the handles 
richly carved in patterns exactly resembling those of Egypt 
and Etruria. The mirror was not only an indispensable toilet 
requisite of the ladies of the old world, but was much affected 
by the men likewise, as it is to the present day by the Arabs, 
who almost always carry on their persons a small circular 
looking-glass about four inches in diameter, which they are 
very fond of using when they have nothing else todo. The 
present text has often come into my mind on seeing an Arab, 
when he has sat down, draw his little mirror from his girdle, 
and take a furtive glance at his own reflected features. 

“To Visir THE FATHERLESS AND Wripows IN THEIR 
AFFLICTION.” —This was a duty recognized, in form at least, by 
Jew and Gentile alike, but it had degenerated from the visit 
of affectionate sympathy to the mere formal and professional 
wails and lamentations of the hired mourners, as valueless 
and meaningless as the procession of empty carriages at a 
modern funeral. The primitive simplicity of the visit of 
Job’s friends, who sat in silence around the patriarch, sym- 
bolizing a grief too deep for utterance, had been exchanged 
for the ‘minstrels and people making 4 noise,”—a custom 
still prevailing in all Eastern lands, where a ceaseless din is 
kept up from the moment of death till the burial, without 
the pretense of real sorrow or sympathy. James would 
teach his brethren a better way,—remembering the lessons he 
himself had learnéd, not only when his Master banished the 
professional wailers from the bedside of Jairus’s daughter, but 
also when with him he visited the bereaved sisters of Bethany. 

The College, Durham,‘ England. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING. 


“Tae Farner or Licuts,” etc.—What a noble concep- 
tion of God we have here, compared with what is found in 
the Talmud! There he is described as an engrmously ex- 
aggerated man, whose measurements are given ; who studies 
in the Bible by day and in the Talmud by night; who may 
be compelled to do certain things against his will,—as, for 
example, a great rabbi forced him to send rain, when and 
how he wished, upon Jerusalem; who has to conceal his 
purposes from his angels, lest they hinder him; who has 
overstepped and broken his own law in his punishment of 
Israel; who was ceremonially defiled when he buried the 
dead Moses; who himself prays, wearing phylacteries and 
prayer-cloths, a 

“Tue Perfect Law, tHE Law or. Liserty.”—The 
practice of giving freedom to slaves according to certain legal 
forms was common in the Roman empire, but the slave was 
never permitted to escape from all the disadvantages of his 
previous state. The stigma of his origin clung to him in the 
name of “freedman,” by which he and his descendants were 
known. The political influence of freedmen was limited, as 
they could be enrolled only in the four city tribes, so that, 
however numerous they were, they could exercise only four 
votes, as against the other thirty-one. With all its draw- 
backs, emancipation was greatly coveted, and many freedmen 
rose to positions of influence in the country, and of eminence 
in the professions, in literature and the arts. No doubt 
those who rose highest would feel most keenly that the law 
of Roman emancipation was not a “perfect law” of liberty. 


Birmingham, England. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY AMOS R. WELLA, 


FOR THE TEACHER. 


1. James.—Who was the author of this letter? (Matt. 13: 
55.) With whom are we likely to confound him? (Acts 
12:2; Luke 6:15.) What do you know of him from the 
Acts? (Acts 12:17; 15:18; 21:18.) From tradition? 
Where was this letter written? When? To whom? For 
what purpose? How does it differ from Paul’s writings? 
What books of the Bible is it most like? 

2. Tax Worp From ABOVE (vs. 16,17).—What are some 
imperfect gifts among men? Whence come their imperfeo- 
tions? What leads us to think, sometimes, that God’s perfect 
gifts are imperfect? What are the advantages of tracing all 
good gifts—past friends and country, books, and labor of the 
hands—to God? Why is God called “ Father of lights”? 
(Psa. 19:1; 1 Tim.6:16; 1 John1:5.) Why is this name 
for him especially appropriate when we are thinking of his 
giftstous? Why, in this connection, is it also helpful to 
think of God’s changelessness? What difference of ideas in 
the revised and authorized translation of the last clause of 
verse 17? How do you reconcile this assertion of God’s 
changelessness with the constant change and infinite variety 
of nature? In what particulars does man become stedfast 
and constant as he draws near tc the stedfast Father of lights? 

3. Tae Worp or Lire anv Trurts (v, 18).— What does 
Paul mean by “the word of truth”? (John 1: 1,13; 1 Pet. 
1:23.) To what sort of life are we brought forth by this 
word of truth ? (Eph. 2: 1-7.) How are we helped by truth 
about ourselves? about our friends? about: Christ? What 
did the Mosaic “ firstfruits” stand for? (Prov.3:9.) What 





does « truth-inspired man stand for as regards his race? as 
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regards the honor of his Creator? In what various lines is 
Christianity the only hope for the perfection of mankind ? 

4, Recetve THE WorD WITH MEEKNEss (vs. 19-21).—The 
“wherefore” of verse 19 implies that Christians should be 
“swift to hear”—why? (v. 18.) They should be “swift to 
hear ”—what? (v. 18.) What things should men be slow to 
hear? What should we be swift to speak? What are some 
of the dangers of hasty speaking in sacred matters? in secu- 
lar affairs? Why are men who are “slow to speak” likely 
to be also “slow to wrath”? How does passion, even in a 
good cause, injure that cause? What sorts of “ filthiness” 
especially hinder the access of the word of God? Why is 
meekness necessary to the reception of any truth? Is this 
quality becoming more, or less, highly esteemed among men? 
What makes you think so? What especially are some of the 
helps and joys of religion that a proud and passionate man 
thrusts from him ? 

5. Be Dorrs or THE WorpD (vs. 22-25).—Where does 
Christ give this same exhortation? (Matt.7:21.) Men often 
take to themselves credit for the hearing of what? How is 
mere listening to sermons and testimonies and prayers and 
godly conversation likely to deceive us? But which is more 
dangerous, to hear and not do, or altogether to avoid hear- 
ing? Why? What would you say to those who raise the 
objection, “The minister urges me to do so much that I can- 
notdo”? If we have got into this habit of unpractical 
hearing, how shall we go at it to reform? Who besides 
James compares the Christian, looking into the perfect law, 
to a man peering into a mirror? (2 @or. 3:18.) Why is it 
that men know so much better how others look than how 
they themselves look? How can we get a distinct knowledge 
of our spiritual condition? Why is the attempt to do some- 
thing for Christ necessary to this knowledge? What are 
some of the blessings that result from this doing ? 

6. Tue Frorrs or THE Worp (vs. 26, 27).—To what, be- 
sides a restive horse, does James compare the tongue? (Jas. 
3: 3-12.) What are some shrewd bridles to put on the 
tongue? (Prov. 15:1; Matt.5:37; Phil. 2:3,etce.) With 
what self-delusions does a man of an evil tongue sometimes 
deceive himself into thinking himself religious? Why is it 
especially easy to become unconscious of these sins of the 
tongue? Why is it fair to judge a man’s religion by his 
speech? What, on the other hand, would you say of the man 
who hypocritically bridled his tongue, keeping his evil hid- 
den in histheart? Of what sort of acté is the visiting of the 
fatherless and the widows representative ? What active rela- 
tion toward Christ is involved in keeping one’s self unspotted 
from the world? Has James omitted anything from this 
summary of religion? If so, what? Which of these ele- 
ments of religion is fundamental? How is one to mix with 
the world, and yet keep one’s self entirely unspotted from it? 
How will this purity help us to help others? 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


1. Who wasthe James who wrote our lesson? 2. What others 
of the same name do you know about from the New Testa- 
ment? 3. James tells us where we get all blessings; whence 
eome they? 4. What does he advise for our ears? (v. 19.) 
5. For our tongues? (vs. 19,26.) 6. For our hands? (v. 22.) 
7. For our eyes? (v. 25.) 8. Howtoes James describe “pure 
religion”? 9. What are other kind deeds in the same line as 
visiting the fatherless and widows? 10. To keep unspotted 
from the world we must refrain from what? 


Boston, Mass. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





I MUST OBEY GOD 
GOD'S WILL. 
ee MY DUTY. 
OTHERS’ RIGHT. 





THE PERFECT Law oF | C%EL 
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EAR. 
EED. 
LOW TO ATE. 
TRONG ELP. 


IF ANY MAN LACK, ... LET HIM ASK. 




















HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ My soul, be on thy guard.” 

“ Awake, my soul, in joyful lays.” 

“ Sing them over again to me.” 

“ How precious is the book divine.” 

“ The light of the world is Jesus.” 

“ Let the lower lights be burning.” 

“ Walk in the light that God has given.” 


LESSON SUMMARY: 


All that we are in our best possibilities, and all that we 
have of good, are from God. And because we are God’s and 
owe everything to God, we ought to be gratefal to God, and 
show our gratitade by our loving obedience. 

God asks nothing from us that is not for our good. He 
who has made us and redeemed us, loves us, and plans in all 
things for our highest welfare. Therefore we have reason to 
heed his word, and to do just as he commands. Our duty in 
this is coincident with our interests. That which we ought 
to do in view of God’s commandment, is that which we 
ought to do as viewed in the light of our own true interests. 
We who are God’s children ought to grow into the like- 
ness of God. This lesson shows us how we may train our- 
selves toward that attainment. We must be quick to hear 
good counsel ; but we must take time to think before we speak, 
especially when we are tempted to speak angrily. Seeing 
our duty is only a help to us in the doing of our duty, and 
the doing of our duty includes a right attitude toward God 
and to our fellows. 

What a world this would be if all the children of God 
lived up to,the teachings of this lesson ! 


, ‘ADDED POINTS. 
We should be less likely to be deceived if we desired to 

know the truth at whatever myst be its cost, There is a 

great relief to the conscience in being deceived on some points. 

Whoever else changes, God is always the same. What a 

comfort is this fact! 

God is our Father. Do we act as becomes God’s children? 

Nothing that is wrong or impure or unseemly is worthy of 

a child of God. 

If we forget what sort of persons we are, we forget to try to 

be the persons that we ought to be. 

If the man who does not control his tongue has no religion 

worthy of the name, what proportion of church-members can 

fairly be called religious? by 

The pattern for the religious man is plain enough. The 

only question is as to our conformity with the pattern. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_—_—@————. 


“SEMINARY MISSIONARY ALLIANCE.” 
BY HENRY E. JACKSON, 








The “student volunteer movement” has claimed ad- 
miration in all religious circles, and seems divinely des- 
tined to mark an epoch in missionary history. Of the 
association which gave birth to this movement little is 
known. I desire to call attention to the parent of the 
‘student volunteer movement,” in the form of a report 
of its fourteenth annual convention held October 26-29, 
in New Haven, Connecticut. 

Austin Phelps, in a paper on “Foreign and Home 
Missions,” once remarked: “‘ That single statement once 
made on the platform of the American Board, that in all 
our seminaries not one man stood pledged to their ser- 
vice, was the blast of a trumpet like that by which the 
warder of the old medieval castle used to summon the 
men-at-arms to the rescue. Every man in the semina- 
ries should heed it, and, if he does not respond in person, 
should be able to show cause.” The first students to 
answer to this trumpet call were those of Princeton 
Seminary, in 1879. A circular-letter was, sent to ali the 
seminaries asking them to “consider the establishment 
of some permanent system of,inter-seminary correspond- 
ence on the subject of missions.” The result of this 
letter was the assembling of a preliminary conference in 
New York City, April, 1880, at which twelve seminaries 
were represented. This led to the first permanent con- 
vention of the “Inter-Seminary Missionary Alliance,” 
held at New Brunswick, New Jersey, in October of the 
same year. A similar convention has been held every 
year since. The author of this movement was Robert M. 
Mateer, now in North China. From this alliance came 
the “student volunteer movement” as the magnificent 
response to the call of the American Board. 

There are two or three features of this year’s con- 
vention which deserve special notice : 

1. The unity of most denominations in their efforts to 
give the gospel of Christ to the world. This thought is 
What the Alliance stands for. And Dr. Stevens, in his 
address of welcome, said it was appropriate that the 
Alliance should be the guest of the Yale Divinity School, 
for this very idea was embodied in theschool. He instanced 
an occurrence, which came to his own notice, of a young 
man who had gone through the Divinity School and 
graduated without the faculty’s knowing the denomina- 
tion to which he belonged. 





“The morning light is breaking,” 


the key-note of the convention when he said, “ Our 
meeting represents the young manhood of our country 
who are preparing for the great work of the ministry in 
their various churches, We are members incorporate in 
the mystical body of Christ, and are here acting on the 
principle that the form of the organization of the Chris- 
tian Church is not the essence of Christianity. The 
unity is in the interna], and the diversity isin the ex- 
ternal,” 

There were a hundred and sixty delegates from thirty 
seminaries, representing twelve different denominations. 
2. The practical and business-like manner in which 
the student volunteers are facing the question of the 
world’s evangelization. F 

Six hundred and thirty volunteers have gone to the 
field; a hundred more are under appointment, some of 
whom were at the convention. The movement proposes 
to present to every man who enters the ministry the 
claims of tlie mission-field. It wants him to say not only 
what he thinks about the question, but what he is will- 
ing to do for the “ uttermost parts.” 

The days for sentiment in this question, said Mr. 
Wishard, are passed. The students of our seminaries 
must be brought to consider the question in a practical 
way. They can no longer afford to occupy the position 
which “ Jones” did when he said, “ Here am I, Lord; 
send ‘ Smith.’” 

Mr, Speer emphasized not only this side of the ques- 
tion, but the necessity of immediate action. The watch- 
word of the movement is ‘‘ evangelization of the world 
in this generation.” Butif this generation of the world’s 
population is to be evangelized, it must be done before 
this generation dies. “ You can’t evangelize dead men!” 
8. The reflex blessing which the church is receiving 
from this movement, 

Mr. Wishard finds that if we divide the last eighteen 
years into three successive periods of six years each, the 
Baptist Church during the first period sent out sixty- 
seven missionaries; during the second period, she sent 
ont seventy ; and during the last period, she sent out a 
hundred and seventy-five, or an increase during the last 
period (during the time in which the volunteer move- 
ment has existed) of a hundred and fifty per cent. He 
finds about the same relative increase in other denomi- 
nations. These figures indicate the influence the move- 
ment has had on the churches. These figures are also 
commensurate with the blessing which has come to the 
churches during the same time; for the movement has 
aided the Church to do her duty, and realize what many 
churches have declared themselves to be in the minutes of 
their general assemblies—namely, “‘ missionary societies.” 
Since this has been done the blessing was sure to follow. 
“For it is a fixed point in the faith of every missionary, 
that the more any church or congregation tnterests itself 
in the heathen, the more it will be blessed and prospered 
at home ” (Paton). 

One of the strong addresses of the convention, by 
Dr. A. J. Gordon, emphasized the same truth, and urged 
a return to apostolic methods in mission work, showing 
that there were several illustrations in church history 
where great missionary activity was always synchronous 
with a revival of Christian life in the church. 

Whether the convention was a success can be deter- 
mined, not by the enthusiasm manifested at the time, but 
by the definite results of it during this coming year. 

In Detroit, from next February 26 to March 2, there 
will be held the gecond distinctively volunteer conven- 
tion, which promises to be the finest effort that the move- 
ment has yet made. 

Princeton, N. J. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
RE abe, oe a 
EARLY CHRISTIAN LITERATURE* 

The more discriminating study of the early Christian 
literature that characterizes this age has led to the pub- 
lication of many helps for the student. The Ante- 
Nicene Library, especially in the edition edited by 
Bishop Coxe, puts the reader in possession ofthe mate- 
rial in an accurate English translation. The new “ finds ’’ 
of the past twenty years, while of small bulk, have 
proved of immense value for the determination of vexed 
questions. 

Mr. Cruttwell, who has already done good work of a 
similar character in Roman literature, now furnishes an 





*A ey =| History of Early Christianity, Including the Fathers 
and the Chief Hereticai Writers of the Ante-Nicene Period. For the 
use of Students and General Readers. By Charlies Ihomas Crutt- 
well, M.A., Rector of Kibworth, Leicester, and Rural Dean ; author 





The Right Rey. A. M. Randolph, of Virginia, struck 


of A History of Roman Literature, ete. (2 vols. 8vo, cloth, total 
xxvi. 686, New York; Charles Scribner's Sous, Price, 96.) os 
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excellent help to patristic study in hie 
recently publishe¢ Literary History of 
Early Christianity. His book is a history 
of the writings, orthodox and heretical, 
which remain to us from the ante-Nicene 
period. His sympathies are more with the 
Greek fathers than the Latin, as is usually 
the case with Anglican clergymen in this 
generation. He differs with Dr. Hatch, 
who “has taken exception to the clothing 
of the Church’s doctrine in the form of 
Greek metaphysis.” 

The body of the work is divided into 
five books, respectively treating of the 
Apostolic Fathers, the Heretical Sects, 
the Apologists, the Alexandrian School of 
Theology, and Latin Christianity, 

Book J. comprises nine chapters, one 
devoted to the Apostolic Fathers. The 
other chapters discuss the several authors, 
including the Pseudo-Clement and the 
Didache, but excluding the Epistle to 
Diognetus, which is classed with the 
writings of the Apologists. Clement of 
Rome comes first, and Mr. Cruttwell has 
shown good judgment in following quite 
closely the opinions of the late Bishop 
Lightfoot. Although the so-called Second 
Epistle of Clement is assigned by the au- 
thor to a later date than some of the other 
Apostolic Fathers, he gives it the second 
place, joining with it those writings 
ascribed to Clement which, though not 
genuine, are of an early date. Both the 
Epistle of Barnabas and the Didache are 
regarded as of early origin; namely, in 
the latter part of the first century, the 
former being given the priority. The re- 
cent discussions respecting the Ignatian 
Epistles have been fully and fairly re- 
viewed by the author, who.again agrees 
with Lightfoot, both as to the number and 
form of the genuine Epistles, and also 
in.regard to the somewhat local character 
of episcopacy in the days of Ignatius. 
Papias and the Asiatic elders are discussed 
briefly, while the “Shepherd of Hermas ” 
is more fully treated. 

Book II. is in some respects the most 
valuable of the entire work, It treats of 
“The Heretical Sects,”, dealing with a 
literature which is comparatively inac- 
cessible to the ordinary reader. The order 
is literary rather than chronological. The 
Jewish perversions of Christiqnity (Ebi- 
onism) are first discussed, and the exag- 
gerated importance assigned to these sects 
by the Tiibingen school plainly set forth. 
It is true that the Clementine literature— 
the Recognitions, Homilies, etc.—are ac- 
knowledged to be depreciatory of the 
Apostle Paul; but these romances are far 
from proving the existence of a pronounced 
anti-Pauline tendency at the close of the 
second century. 

Chapter III. deals with the early apoc- 
ryphal literature, which is considered un- 
der three heads: “ Apocalypses,” “ Apoc- 
ryphal Gospels,” and “ Apocryphal Acts.” 
This arrangement enables the author to’ 
present first the Apocalypse of Peter, a 
large part of which has been recently 
recovered, The Apocryphal Gospels are 
distinguished into two classes, the first 
comprising Gospels resembling the canoni- 
cal in the period of history covered, the 
second being supplementary. Of the Gos- 
pel of Peter, the recently recovered frag- 
ment is given in full. 

The chapter on Gnosticism in general is 
judicious, suggestive, and candid. The 
Gnostic sects are discussed in two divisions, 
—those not in antagonism to Judaism, and 
the anti-Judaic Gnostic systems. Among 
the latter, Marcion and his school are given 
due prominence. The summing up of the 
results of Gnosticism and the comparison 
with the errors of the present day are ad- 
mirable (pp. 252-254). Theosophic specu- 
lation finds its counterpart in these earlier 


clearly right in finding Matthew Arnold a 
representative of revived Ebionism, which, 
under the guise of biblical theology, would 
rob Christianity of its distinctive features. 

The Apologists form thesubject of Book 
III, An introductory chapter shows the 
conditions which called forth this litera- 
ture, and the peculiar misapprehensions 
of the heathen in regard to Christians. A 
second chapter classifies the Apologists 
in an ingenious fashion, and here the 
relation to Greek philosophy is most fully 
recognized. There is a full account of the 
recovery of the Apology of Aristides. The 
importance of the recovery of Tatian’s 
Diatessaron is recognized, and a useful 
epitome of this earliest harmony of the 
Gospels is inserted. In the concluding 
chapter of this book the Greco-Roman 
school of Apologists is sketched, 

In dealing with the Alexandrian school 
and its two great teachers, Clement and 
Origen, the author shows a sympathetic 
interest. Alexandria was an intellectual 
center; a university city, it might be 
called. Clement of Alexandria is rightly 
termed “the most original spirit of the 
ante-Nicene Church,” Probably there is 
no one of the Fathers about whom there 
will be, among orthodox Christians, a 
greater variety of opinion than Clement, 
unless it be his successor at the catecheti- 
cal school, the laborious Origen, whose 
writings are so voluminous, whose influ- 
ence has been so great and in so many 
directions. Two entire chapters are de- 
voted to him alone: one, sketching his 
life; the other his theological system, 
together with his influence and literary 
genius. His importance as an exegete and 
textual critic, as well as in the sphere of 
dogmatic theology and apologetics, is 
properly recognized. 

The author regards Latin Christianity 
as presenting a different side of the truth, 
and one with which he scarcely sympa- 
thizes so fully as with that upheld by the 
Greek Fathers. Not that he denies the 
importance of the contribution made by 
the Latin Fathers, but he finds their con- 

tion of the church to be allied with 
Jewish ideas. The Greek Fathers re- 
garded the church as the company of 
believing people; the Latin conception 
was ‘‘that of a visible society, expressing 
the apparatus of salvation, not the fact of 
it.” This conception appears, indeed, in 
Clement of Rome and in some of the 
earlier Greek Fathers; but it was de- 
yeloped by Tertullian, Cyprian, and Au- 
gustine. Order is the basis of the universe, 
according to these theologians, who were 
influenced by Roman imperialism. To 
Tertullian a high place is accorded as lay- 
ing the spiritual foundation of this system 
of thought, Cyprian is regarded as rais- 
ing the ecclesiastical framework, and 
Augustine as consolidating and complet- 
ing the edifice. Tertullian receives fuller 
notice than any other Latin Father, and 
his works are adequately sketched. 

A few pages sum up the author’s view 
of the results, and his hope that these 
may lead to better things in these days 
of unrest. Good indexes are appended. 
The volumes are well printed on thick 


paper. 


A Native o Windy, and Other Tales. By Sarah 
Orne Jewett. (16mo, ogy pp. 300. Bos- 
ton: Houghton, Mifflin, Company. 
$1.25.) 

Two Bites at a Cherry, with Other Tales. By 
Thomas Bailey Aldrich. (16mo, cloth, pp. 
iv, 269. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, ‘and 
Company. $1.26.) 

In Miss Jewett’s latest collection, “The 
Failure of David Berry” is marked by 
all the author’s perception of the pathos 
of common life, and all her power of 
selection of minute details for artistic 
portrayal. This story is a tender yet im- 
mitigable chronicle of a true phase of 





achools of thought, and Mr. Cruttwell is 


New England life. The author has done 


no better work. Along with it, however, 
we have so thin a sketch as “The Pass- 
ing of Sister Barrett,” which, despitesome 
ineatness of delineation, seems like Miss 
Jewett’s ’prentice-work in the newspa- 
pers of twenty years ago.._——Continuing 
the same line of observation, it may be 
remarked that Thomas Bailey Aldrich is 
a case of arrested development in litera- 
ture. His stories in Two Bites at a Cherry 
are inferior in art and in cleverness to 
those grouped in the Marjorie Daw book 
of 1878; while his recent verse is less 
important than that presented, with so 
rich promise, in his blue-and-gold vol- 
ume of 1865, 


W hittier. By W. J. Linton. Great* Writers 
series. (12mo, cloth » PP. viii, 203. London : 
Walter Scott. $1.) © 


The age, literary and artistic intelli- 
gence, and connection of Mr. Linton with 
some of the radical measures of political 
reform which characterized the years of 
Whittier’s early manhood might lead the 
reader to expect a book of original, sug- 
gestive value. The volume is, however, 
chiefly a collection of long quotations 
from easily accessible works, pasted to- 
gether without apparent labor, and pieced 
out by obvious compliments and common- 
place comments. When \a biographical 
series is obliged to resort to mere book- 
making for its continuance, it is time for it 
to stop. Any adequate work on Whittier 
as poet and reformer has still to come. 


A Cathedral Gourtehip. By Kate Douglas 
Wiggin. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 164. 
Boston : Houghton, Mifflin jand Company. 
$1.) 


Contains two tales,. the shorter and 
slighter of, which, A Cathedral Courtship, 
gives the title to the volume, The other, 
Penelope’s English Experiences, is more 
original, and is a slight love-story appar- 
ently devised for the purpose of carrying 
some real experiences. There are pleas- 
ant touches of humor, and some kindly 
thrusts at both English and American 
provincialities, all put with that neatness 
of verbal expression which so character- 
izes the American storyewriter of to-day. 
The little book will agreeably while away 
a quiet aren 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 
154,000 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, The advertis- 
ing rate is $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 percent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, may have such a position in the 
paper, regularly, as he may choose, so far as 
it will not conflict with earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, nor with the Publishers’ idea 
of the general make-up of the advertising pages. 
All advertising, however, conditioned on an 
appearance upon the last page, will be charged 
an advance of twenty per cent upon the regu 
lar rates. 





For dyspepsia use Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
phate. Dr. Lorenzo Waite, Pittsfield, Mass., 
says: “From ite use for a period of about 
eight weeks, to the exclusion of all other 
remedies, I attribute the restoration to health of 
a patient who was emaciated to the last degree 
in consequence of nervous prostration and 
dyspepsia. This patient’s stomach was in 
such an irritable condition that he could not 
bear either liquid or solid food. An accom- 
plished physician of many years’ experience, 
whom I called in consultation, pronounced his 
case an incurable one. At this stage I de- 
cided to use Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, 
which resulted as above mentioned.” 
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orter, Long 18mo, cloth... .75 


iz Exist First? My 
Talks with a Skeptic. By Jacob Horner. 
12mo, cloth, gilt top..........scs cereeeees 75 


By Rose 


Five Hundred and Eighty-nine Wise 


Sayings. Selected largely from Eastern 
sources, By W.A. Clouston, 16mo, or 


By Rev. 
R. A.Torrey, Superintendent of the Chi 
Bible Institute. 16mo, cloth............ 75 


“My Guest Chamber;” or, For the 


Master’s Use. By Miss ‘Sophia M. Nugent. 
18mo, cloth, 50- cents; white cloth..... 75 


Atonement. The Fundamental Fact of 


Christianity. By Rev. Newman Hall, D.D. 
12mo, cloth 75 


SRR OR eee COs SESe CERT EEE Ee Bee Hee eee 


Key Words of the Inner Life. By Rev. 


F. B. Meyer, B.A. T'he Christian ie 
Series. 18mo, cloth, 50 cents; white 
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The J Wugere Tenses of the Blessed Ap 
v. F. B. Meyer, B.A. A companion 

en “uniform with, The Present Tenses 
oe Blessed Life. 18m0, cloth, 50c.; 
white BO inc ncnk's00cke sf an eed: tosdaveacchin .60 


Jesus Himself. By Rev. Andrew Mur- 
ray, D.D., author of “‘ Like Christ,” “Abide 
in Christ, » ete. 18mo, cloth.......... acs ow 


The Ivory Palaces of the King. By 
Rev.J. Wilbur Chapman. 16mo,cloth, .50 
Victory through Surrender. By Rev. 
B. Fay Mills. -18mo, cloth.............. 50 


Fleming H. Revell Company, 


New York: 112 Fifth Avenue. 
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MAGAZINE. 








THe CHEAPEST in THe Wonton. 
$1.00 a Year; 100. a Copy. 


PER YEAR. a 
pense uneg uaied 
n periodical lit- 
erature, only a 
large circulation 
admits of it. 
Over 1200 pages 
of the choicest 
reading fromthe 
ns of many of 
he most per. 
lar writers of the 


day. 

Hundreds of fine illus- 
trations. 

Admirable fireside 
sketches, by some of our 
foremost essayists. 

A storehouse of the best 
literature, by the best 
authors of America. 

A year’s subscription will prove a big 
investment. 








SEND FIVE CENTS FOR A SAMPLE 
COPY 





Address, 


Tue Peterson Macazine Co., 
112-114 South Third Street, Philadelphia. 
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By MARGARET SIDNEY. 
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GARRIGUES’ 


BOOKSTORE, 608 Arch St,, Phila., Pa., 


Where may be obtained any books in the market; 
all Sunday-schoo!l supplies; Ar Christmas music 
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TWO BOOKS_-+ 
By MRS. ALICE MORSE EARLE 


= 





JUST PUBLISHED. 
Customs and Fashions of 
Old New England. 
12mo, cloth, - $1.25. 

* Thanks to her investigation, we may fol- 
low the Puritan child from his cradle through 


his life. There is not one of the fifteen chap- 
ters which is not full of interest.’’—. Y. Sun. 


EIGHTH THOUSAND. 

The Sabbath in 
Puritan New England. 
12mo, cloth, . $1.25. 

“ A fresh and valuable book."’—Critic. 
“It ts ne entertaining, iustruc- 


tive.’’— Dvangelist 
“A graphic picture of the life of the Puri- 
tans.”"—Boston Traveller 


=> 


Charles Scribner’s Sons 
743-745 Broadway, New York. 
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NOW READY. ™*suvers'beutie Parvo” 


Superb Double Part of 








é \ 
THE YOUNG LADIES’ 
JOURNAL. 


Comprising a beautiful colored~ fashion plate of 


evening, ball, and rae OS -¥ for ladies and 
children. oo © useful dolls 
and pine ons. “Thesiee atcau ent,with 

and designs 


f large number of winter 
n fancy work. A su plement. of Oh Christmas stor : 
A supplement - music. A supplement of Christmas 
amusements. 1 Christmas cookery, etc.. etc. 
The —— a of two new seri stories, 
several complete stories. Special fashion articles, 
Also, the beautiful colored picture, * Little 
Riding Hood.” Price, 60 cents including s all the 
a. a, 00 a year, postpaid. For sale by all 


“rhe int INTER FATIONAL NE\ wews red don nay Per New York. 
iptions Et iodical, 


CHATTER OX 


THE KING OF JUVENILES. is: ver 


been made for young people which compares in 
value, or has had one-tenth the sale of this erent 
annual. Millions of copies have been 
sold. The new volume for 1893-4 is just ready, 
and has over 200 large and entirely new pictu 
several new stories, (each a book in itself), a 
hundreds of short stories, anecdotes, etc. The 
en Xmas present possible for boys and girls of 
rder from your bookse’ler or of us, 


ESTES & LAURIAT, Publishers, Boston. 


LOTS OF TIME 


to send for and receive Thomas Whittaker’s 
Holiday Catalogue for 1894. It contains a list 
of excellent new books for presentation to 
grown folks and the young, as well as attrac- 








The “Boys’ Brigade” and its Boys. 





next year in 














The Programme next year is brighter thanever. “SWEET CHARITY,” a 


We all listen now when Professor 
Henry Drummond talks. 
alert scientist has a warm heart for 
boys. One of his favorite themes 
is the * Boys’ Brigade,” on which 
he writes an admirable article for 


This 


The Youth’s Companion. 


beautiful picture of Colonial times, 


in colors, 141% x 21 inches in size, presented to all New (or Renewing) Subscribers. All New Shbscribers sending 
$1.75 now, get Tue Companion FREE to Jan. 1, and a full year from that date. Sample copies free. Boston, Mass. 














The International Lessons. 
(Pocket Edition) 


Every Sunday-school teacher should have a 
copy of the pocket edition of the International 
Sunday-school lessons. It is a little book (24%4 x4 
inches) containing all the lessons for 1894, with 
both the Common and the Revised Version given 
in full on opposite pages, and 52 blank pages for 
notes. The booklet is printed on thin, tough 
paper, and can be conveniently carried in the vest 
pocket. Just the thing for those who wish to look 
over the lesson at odd minutes.. Choice enough 
for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 

Single copy, neatly bound in cloth, with side 
stamp in color and gold, by mail, 25 cents; five or 
more copies, 20 centseach. Bound in fine leather, 
50 cents ; five or more copies, 40 cents each, 


For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the 
publishers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 











tive Christmas Booklets, Cards, etc. Liberal 
discount to teachers. Address, 
THOMAS WHITTAKER, 
2 and 8 Bible House, New York. 


~ Orowell’s Standard Library. 





The beat w = » hi B 

poetry, carefully selected and edited. Sinapic 
for any library,and attractive to and stu 
dents of the most refined tastes, 
Printed in clear, readable type, on fine English 
finish paper, and bound in & neat, du F 7, 
Each volume contains a carefully 
artistic front’ , add greaty wos to the That 
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TY. eae ™ Now York ana Boston. 


$1500.00 CASH 


LITERARY vount COMPETITION FOR 
OUNG PEOPLE. 








Particulars at ren bookstores, book counters, or, on 
application, di from the publishers, 
& SONS’ — "i 
368 Broadway, New Y 
GENUINE *“ OxFORD” 
TEACHERS’ BIBLES. 


33 &. 17th Street, New York. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS BY MAIL, 


* our ecard and booklet packets have become a necessity 
in thousands of families at Christmas time. 

We will send the first six for 83.25, ‘postpaid, or 
the ry setof mine packages for $5.40, postpaid. Satis- 


Neo. <. —For 50 cents, and 4 cents for 
‘hrisumas cards, 





postage, 17 fine 
together with a cut-out famey-shaped 
No. 2. For 50 cents, and 4 cents for © postage, 10 lar 
o. 2,—For cents, an cen ge 
and finercards, together witha fine witha frosted mat, 
~ ense — ed in and envelopes. 
—Feor 61.00, and 6 cents for . @ selection of 
25 beautiful card: nisoa.eutout Kitten er easel cara, 
No. 4,—For $1.00, and 8 cents for postage, » selbetion es a selection of 
10 pa aod finest Folding Cards, to: —y witha handsome 
welled mat with ease 
No. 5.— ‘For 25 Se adele and 8 cents Iie pestese. 10 beau- 








tifal cards. 
Ne. 6.—For 50 cents, ant 4 cents . e, 5 Christ- 
N 7 vere! ti ance ts for handso 
o. 7.—Fer 20, o= cen postage, 7 me 
Sasoanie Wee =e t her wii ae cain od Booklet 
of Bish Trinity 
Ne. 8.—BIRTH ay FP Acker. fer ry cents, cate 17 fine 


assorted. 
._ SUNDA Y-SCHOOL PACKET. For 50 cents, 25 
assorted. 


FOR TEACHERS. 5° shaped Simin frosted, no ny ng ~4 


Protas Better &ssortment, #2.00, and 
ry choice selection, 92.00. and 20 





@® cents for 
cents for postage. And for 36 cents, and 4 cents for postage, 25 
Christmas comes but once year, no two alike. 


And when it comes it brings good cheer. PAPER BY THE POUND. Serr vielen. 


sheets of paper and envelopes from 1@ cents a pound and upward, wi'h prices and number of sheets = a 
pound, sent on receipt of 15 cents, These papers are theeorrect siaseand finish f for lecorresp 
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H. H. CARTER & CO., 3 Beacon Street, Boston. 





New Cristmas Music. 


WARD & PRUMMOND’S Christmas Carols 
No. 15. Six gems, §2.20 per 100, postpaid, 


EIGHT NEW 


RESPONSIVE «© MUSICAL SERVICES 


Huge’ s Christmas Greeting, 
“= Silence Ended, 

stmas Stars, 

* Herald ; ls, 

On Earth Peace, 
Golden Bells, 
The Blessed Babe, 
Glimpses of Bethlehem, No. 11. 


oeice of each of above 5 cents a vy, A per 100, 
ed, postpaid ; others express, nat patd, 


GOLDEN TEXTS, 1804, 


And Memory Gems linked with Precept, Prayer, and 
—— by ith Latimer. 32 pages ina hand- 

me lithograph cover. 30 cents a dozen, postpeid ; 
$2.20 per i 


We keep a full supply of everything in the way or 
Christmas music, n’t scatter your orders. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 


711 Broadway, w York. 


| CANTATAS 
H AS CAROLS 1893 
SERVICES 


THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST.—A new 
Christmas cantata. By Dr. W. Howakrp DOANE. 
Songs, dialogues, recitations. On! y a few rehear- 

sals cents by mail. 

OUR SAVIOUR-KING.—By the Rev. Ropert 
Lowry. A splendid — Christmas service, 
new thisseason. 16 pages.............. 5 cents by mail. 

THE CROWNING DAY. —A service with new 
— for primary classes. By Mrs. Wi1LBOR F. 

rs and H Huspert P. Mary......6 cents by mall. 

CHRISTMAS ANNUAL No. 24.—Contains s 








variety of beautiful carols............... 4cents by mail. 
Recitations for Christmas Time No. 4.—- 
_— fresh, 4cents by mail. 





A good line of Octavo Anthems for Choirs. 
Send for CATALOGUE of CHRISTMAS CANTATAS, etc. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., 
218 Wabash Avé.,Chicago. 76 E. 9th St., New York. 
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GOLDEN BELLS. 
GLORY IN THE HIGHEST. 
CHRISTMAS. JOY. 


The above are our newest Christmas 
» containing Music, Recitations, 
Responsive Readings, etc.—each a Gem. 


Price, 5 cts each, 50 cts per doz., mailed. 
SAMPLES OF ANY THREE SENT FOR 100e. 


John J. Hood, ict" 
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New Songs for Christian Work and Worship. 
THE REVIVAL HELPER. 


A new hymn and tune book by Bev. C. W. Pay. 
assisted by the most ex Pastors and Ev 
gelists ; fauitiess in sentiment, aeveting, melodious, 
and inspiring . 2nd though 6) ly pie Evan- 
gelical work, ‘it will be found equally 1 in all 
religious and devotional meetings Su 
schools. 224 pages: finely printed and bound. Samp e 
copies mailed for 35 cents. Specimen pages free. 
THE 8S. BRAINARD’S SONS CO., Chicago. 


GERMANIA fesse 


mmended andes by oon the pressas 
- be dest effort mo ond ie of Ger- 
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course ip German Grammar. 
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$3 33 Read letter from [ir. S. F. Bouton, 
+4 oo First National Bank Building, 
33 +4 Chicago, lll., who stammered 
4 : 
+o se ~ R 
33 A sixteen-page undenominational weekly paper for super- 32% FIFTY-SIX YEARS 
33 +4 “After spending eight weeks with 
$3 intendents, pastors, teachers, the older scholars, and all Bible 3f Me. h. & Fees Teen cane ane 
’ 

33 students. This merely suggests the general character of the 3% my family think it marvelous, as th 
$3 paper. To know just what it is, through and through, is quite 3% ~ mop tte ‘Pp Tam bappy t ~ Pon 
ee ; ee 

another matter. For instance havi found free- 
ee ° ’ oe rs ree man, hav reo ast, foun 
aa oe dom of speech. I would advise any one 
33 Where It Goes is an indication of a paper's worth in the opinion of the world, @@ troubled in that way to place himself . 
oe The quantity and quality of the circulation tell the story, The paper has over 33 at once under treatment with Mr, 
ee 150,000 subscribers, and these are found in every state and territory of the + Johnston. 
33 Union, in Mexico and Canada, and in thirty-eight foreign countries. More 33 Mr.W. S. Pulsford, S. Orange,N.J., 
PRN than ten thousand ministers are included in this number, oe aod i. Wiaston, Wa oman 
« mary Vas, 
33 The Price and the Making go hand in hand, to render it possible for any 33 also almost miraculously cured. 
) PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 33 school to afford to take The Sunday School Times. It is by far the cheapest 33 ; From the PUBLIC LEDGER, Philadeiphia 
; ” AND_SABBATH SCHOOL WORK oe weekly Sunday-school paper ‘in the world. School clubs of two or more copies oo “ Mr, Edwin S. Johnston, founder and 
ry > $4 mailed to individual addresses, $1.00 each per year. Five or more copies in : +4 prince _ of the Philadelphia Institute, 
oo a package to one address, 50 Cents each per year. One free copy, additional, 9% 1033 Spring Garden Street, has been 
ad will be allowed for every ten copies paid for in aclub of either character. One $@ particularly successful in the treatment 
Gospe I Hy mins Ne: 6 . 33 copy, one year, $1.50; to ministers, missionaries, and theological students, $1.00. 33 od stammering, Beye eb parr ne al 
. Economy in paper and printing—not cheap thought—explains the low > mpediments to a distinct articule 
By SANKEY, MoGRANAHAN, any STEBBINS. o y + and was himself for many years a grea 
oy price. No expense is spared to bring to the readers of The Sunday School He stammerer. By a careful study of the 
GOSPEL ee No. 6 isc ¢ qonceie’ codes pet in 33 Times the best thought of the best men. What it contains, is the test, above 33 whole subject, Mr. Johnston completely 
eve any of the numbers w ave fi r. if, d i th h t 
P it in the series of Gospel Hymns which have | #@ all others, for any pape + cured himeelf, and since then has sen 
ved so invaluable in th 1 meetings held | O@ vs ° 
by: Mr. "Dd. - MooDy, Rev. B. eee MILLS, Major 33 Editorials and Special Articles. Besides the editors, such writers as Presi- ee Randveds os we way rejoicing. 
ry eet Soe earn enn wena dent Dwight, Bishop Vincent, Professors Sayce, Hilprecht, Osgood, Stevens,and $4 Bpsereed rot. Horatio Wood, 
30 cents; if by mail, 35 cents per copy. ee ’ : rate P mee y } d x D., LL. n & and Prof. Harrison 
oe Fisher, the Rev. Drs, J. R. Miller and Robert Ellis Thompson, treat various oe ee T1.D., University of Penne 
HE GREAT POPULARITY of Gosrr. Hyuns ee themes of living interest. There are also poems from Richard Burton, Frank iz sylvania, and by x 
T 
pat” A partes ee ae em inatien of Sas EB e- ee. 33 Dempster Sherman, Susan Coolidge, Margaret E. Sangster, and others. 3 Hon George W. Childs 
ony ke Die a oe 33 International Lesson-Helps for the senior, intermediate, and primary-class 3 Proprietor Phila. Public Ledger 
ospel mns ined ee teachers, are prepared by Bishop H. W. Warren, Professors Beecher, Riddle, >¢ Hon. John Wanamaker 
G pe Hy. 5 & 6 Combined 33 and Wells; the Rev. Drs. Geikie, McLaren, and Schauffler ; Canon Tristram, + Ex-Postmaster-General 
60 cents a teeny Rateles per copy. ‘ + , H. Clay Trumbull, Faith Latimer, Julia E. Peck, and others, > who will testify to permanency of cures. 
xceisior on, o4 


Methods of Work ful of suggestion to the pastor, the superintendent, and the 
teacher, are discussed and illustrated by writers of practical experience in every 
phase of Christian activity. 


45 cents; if by mail, 50 cents per copy. 
Specify * Large Type’"’ or “‘ Excelsior” in ordering. 
Editions of Words Only are also issued. 


A full Mst of the different styles and editions of the 
GosrzL Hymne Series sent on on request. 


The John Church Co., ~~] The Biglow & Man Co, 


Cincinnati, O. New York. 
HOW THE BROWNIES 


Can also refer John D. Wattles & Co., 
publishers of The Sunday School Times. 
Send for 54-page pamphlet, free, to 


EDW. S, JOHNSTON’S INSTITUTE 
1082 Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. 


Book Reviews. In addition to the usual reviews of new publications of general 
interest, frequent mention will be made of recent books designed for the Sun- 
day-school library. 





For the Children bright stories and poems from the best writers are given each 
week. Edward A. Rand, Clara Doty Bates, George Cooper, J. Macdonald 
Oxley, Emily H. Miller, and many others, contribute to the children's column. 
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is a household word. It stands for self-education at 
FOOLED SANTA CLAUS. + home. Parents and children often drift apart, as the 
At the club-package rate, 50 Cents a year, The Sunday % | inter make rapid mental progress. Systematic 
School Times is well within the reach of any school. Thou- 9 Literary and Scientific 
ds of lubs will be formed for th Speci- 3; ry 
j > | the210,000 members are between thirty and forty years. 
men copies free. b® | “zducation ends only with life.” Here is a definite 
. plan for you. Join the great j 
> 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 2 Circle. 
$ Write for detailed planst—, 
2 JOHN H. VINCENT, 
$335595595555555555559555559955954949559599995555 Beawer 1nq. Battale, 
Take a Course 
FESFA"Gavs FOR CHRISTMAS! — | STUDY sis 
STAL DAYS a 
OUR CHRISTMAS PROCRAMS. \OUR CHRISTMAS CANTATAS. Sotern, 
(Incorporated. ) 
¥ Pag 8S. Lorenz, assisted by| whe Light of the World, Text by Anna Chi- Bend 10s, stamps for 
Among Obristmnas or Bank ies 2 wer constellation chester; music by E. 8. Lorenz. A very admirable adios ae 
**star.”’ Teo pemalo ih vole com but ri Ilant and fresh, | Cantata, arranged for a male chorus, ladies’ chorus, é. Corn ort ne Roe 
Ite exercises are effective. e Geccratton is magnifi- | and mixed choir, with six strong carols for the Sun- _ went Fae Tv. MICH. 
cent, while easily constructed. The gilt stars we pro-| day-school. Price, 15 cents per copy ; $1.50 per dozen, 
: : =e Tmers and school will add charm tothe | postpaid. Price af Carols, § cente each ; 3 cents per OLY LAND EXCURSIONS. Lore New York 
dozen ; §2.50 per hundred, 
A cantata, to Spe used with candy boxes. Send 5 cts. Herald Sugoi. by Charfes H Gabriel and E. 8. | © H uary 16 and Februar 1894, 
for copy of cantata and price-list of our line of boxes. | Lorenz, isa Ch as service eminently adapted for | 'The Toymakers of Wonderland; ox, Tux AZE & ‘SONS, 113 Broadway N.Y. me, 1844.) 
COODENOUGH & WoCcLOM co of recitations for’ uf iis let nag eone era Oraixe If Kniss Kaiwor'e Guor, by Gabriel and | __ fiicial Ticket Agents for Ou _ 
Street, New York. " dignified exercises. It can be rendered the small. | 2srdner, is a breezy Christmas comedy. Easily pro 





duced, charming music. Price, 30 cents per copy, Bw a Stee ryarerurmere 
and poor welcome, 41 Tremont Street. Boston. Mase, 


STEVENS’ ADJUSTABLE CHAIR. 


ool, 
“t seen: Christmas Messengers, by Miss Brown and | Postpaid ; $3.00 per dozen, by express. 
2 Won Loren. eaten ir Gunnin, Gloria in Excelsis, by Hankin and Lorenz. 
Price of A Ay sews Soretase services, 5 a each ; vad comes per — noble. 10cents each ; $1.00 per dozen, 
dozen ; r hundred, Samples 
three, 10 — I~ pos ~ a The three cantatas for #0 cents, 














Christmas Treasury, Nos. 1, 2,3, 4, are ines of Christmas ammunition. Nothing bette 
had. aaey pisses ov every tims, 10 cents per copy ; §1 per dozen; any three for 25 cents. "s ved 








tmas Chimes. A collection of fal es, exercises, — uartets, and 
“The Dell's Festival.” Nothing else quite so helpful. 25 cents per co . Sas Gag wih 
Every comomes small or great, a copy of our Sunday-school micnter in Semana bat if he mentions 
The Sunday School Times. 








LORENZ & CO., PUBLISHERS, DAYTON 
The above for saleby WARD & DRUMMOND, m1 BROADWAY. New w YORK. 








Books by H. Clay Trumbull. 


SANTA CLAUS’ XMAS WINDMILL Friendship the Master-Passion. tore iendhip, and and hic. 


force world d its place as 
‘A Dew & novel Xmas Entertainment wher sp es 483 pages (7X94 inches), richly bound in cloth box. Price, $3. 
ps Sunday School Supts. and Commit-| The Kni htl Soldier. A Biography of Major Henry Ward Camp. New and 

peer pend toc. ick 1 for illlustrated Price, $2.50. ~ iy, ie até Sinai Sapars 323 pages (54x inches), aes 












































book showing p> Bande ages v also Union. met the tock St widecuthe qoang men, for Sunday-school libraries and for young men’s 
LEONARD unos 00. aanee. w 
Guage Compe @ rhe Blood Covenant. sce rier sia peie, » oelopa YI 
A goatee thems, Solos, treatise, but it primitive facts by which theological opinions must be tested. A book of 390 
i arches, catalogue tree. Fistxons en a. ee ) i“, " 
+ or, The im d probable of Kadesh-barnea, with 
Se eess eet Cini, Oe “ Kadesh-barnea. ofa bent lor it, including s soattied of the route of the exodus ont de FIRE INSURANCE co., 
southern boundary’of the Holy Land. The book "has rare value and fascination for a students S06 and 210 i 310 Walput Street, Philadelphia. 
pee BY Now BEADY! — at Ol eaeclaes, oven to dee It OF ee en ee uite ow ~o— . $$$ — ——s 
XMAS = alo, candy atvay boxes, et for the Bun: and four full-page illustrations. Price Price, $3. Sty seein ea SILA ROETEARE, er eh worth double, 
aor beet Pub’t, 2 Cooper Union, N. Y. For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. inchs agents or risen be mds. 
pimaa, Alabegan. 
CHOIR LEADERS. JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Send 10 cents for a sample . 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XXXV., No. 46. 








PUBLISHERS’ DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


at SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published wee’ 
at the following rates, for a eed o d or new su! 
These rates include pos' 


ONE COPY, one year........... $1.50 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance... 5.00 











TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theo 1 Stu- 
Gente, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, payment 


{SCHOOL CLUBS. 

Von fe any set of 8 h or of schol 
with supp aA th = a Se. copies as may be de- 
sired, at the followin, od club 

For any Dumber o Ba (more ‘then, one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

Por five or naw copies in a package to one address, 
ee cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
wi Ere ante. , and no names can be written or 

nted on the separate papers. 

The pa ore Se a club may be ordered sent pom 

to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly in 
Eanes e to one address, at fifty cents eac » when so 


The papers for a club should all go tgone post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
ee —} + their mail matter from one post-office, and 
the same school get theirs another, 
cr rs will be sent accordingly. This applies to 


clubs rd fifty cents per to the extent 
packaies al of ave or more copies each, if desired, 
FREE COPIES. One free co; copys additional, will be 





may be divided into smaller 

lowed for every ten copies for in aclub of either 
ebaracter. The free copies or pee age clubs cannot 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 

Additions may be made at ong time to a club—sach 

itional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be 
roportionate share of the yearly club rate. 

= ls that are open during only a portion of the 

aw subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
@ papers may be required. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, se erate: , at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
® year, can have the ad ress ¢ hanged at any time 
without charge. Saebere of package clubs do not 
bave this corer’ s ch but can have a copy transferred 
from a rate address at the rate of 
one cent per Wook for t the unexpired time of the snb- 

scription, nen it has over six monthsto run. When 

it has but six months or less to run, the cost to c e 

is twenty-five cents'to the end of the subscription, If 

D ppeiage club subscriber intends to change his or her 

rafew weeks only, we will mall an extra 

er week as long as desired, at the rate of three cents 
week 


bacribers asking to have the direction of a 
should be careful to name, not only the poet: post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 
Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other = 

nen than the one who sent the prey ous subscrip 

rson will Lom yy Se lisher by stating 4°) Ee 
ain TA Se es the place of the one 


o. 

Was peper ryt not be sent to any. ‘subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless at sore request. The 
pers for a club will invariab! be d dissobtinned at 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
setere | be made ear! 


y- 
es of an 


copi one issue of th to en- 
able pois teachers of a school to ne it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries em in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 

One copy, one year, 

Two or more copies, one year, 

To ministers and migsionaries, 
for ope or more copies, 6 shillings each. 

To poeuee re wpe above rates for two or morecopies, the 
poeere be ordered at one time, and they wil! be 

ethers singly to the individual addresses, or in @ 
rage ne . Whichever may be preferred 


bers. 
Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
half-year! butmoriptin Sot ane aten. the 
or y su ns at the ve ra e 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 


8 shillings. 
6 shillings each. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P..O, Box 1550. 


TEMPLE OF KNOWLEDGE. 


Just the thing for Christmas, 8. 8. Concerts, 
and Junior Work. 
Printed in attractive colors, moun- 
















ted on quarter- board and dis- 
sected. pieces. The Ten Com- 
mandments com 


the steps. On 
each block is a xk of ng # Bible 
with number of cha) Map o 
Palestine on reverse Folder of 
160 Bible questions, answers and ref- 


erences. mt id =pen receipt 
of price, $1. Folder, 5 
ecemts. Ask your dealer for it. 

AGENTS WANT wy hey with 
Stamp. Endorsed Bishop John H 
Vincent, D.D., LL.D., and 0 


thers. 
Alice 1. Chamberlain & Co., Galesburg, i. 


money SPREADING B sears hy 





MONEY 
RY sTOoRXY oF 6uU 


astra Was ; and victories of Christians 
mes, njamin wrote a chapter 
berty and for it. We want men 


n 

women everyw hereto take the: 

reqsires. Write 
UB. CO., Phi 


LET PRICES TALK! 


You would be surprised at the be pries asked for our 
* erie _. 





Agents ted. $50 per week. 
FRANKLIN Bn. me BIBLE HOUSE, 
46, 4 47, 49, 61 N. Seventh Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





» AGENTS, WANTED ON SALARY... 


week. 
Menton Braker Mtg One Bea ete 


pt 


the Bible, 
nation outfit for thi 
Scents. E. B. TREA , Ia aon. 


PMLA SRLS 
OUT OF | Ss 




















THE DOCTOR AND THE COOK 


The subject of food and its proper applica- 
tion is now assuming imposing importance. 
Familiar with the physiological processes of 
tissue-building and waste, the whole subject 
of nutrition is opened up for study. 

That medicine has become the science of the 
prevention of disease, rather than the cure of 
it, is true despite weary iteration. It is true 
that the intelligent application of dietetic and 
hygienic measures is supplanting the empirical 
use of drugs. 

Greater dependence is placed upon fortifying 
and reinforcing the citadel threatened, than 
upon trusting to the explosion of some hidden 
mine to rout the enemy in actual engagement. 





There is no food which contains so many 
tissue-forming elements as Prime Ox Beef. 


Hove is Fluid Roast Beef 


It possesses all the characteristics of freshly 
cooked Beef. In bottles, 2, 4, 8, 16 0z., sea- 
soned ; in jars, 2, 4 oz., unseasoned, 
Send a dime or two five-cent stamps to 
cover postage on a sample bottle—sufficient to 
make soup enough for two persons. 


BOVRIL, Limited, London, 
FOOD SPECIALISTS, 

51 Franklin St., New York. 
You CAN READ BETTER WITH 
THE NEW LAMP— 
~ THE “MILLER.” 


It has no equal ; a perfect 
lamp. 


BEAUTIFUL LAMPS 
and plain designs,—over one 
thousand varieties for the 








home, store, factory, hall, 

church, etc. READY 7° 4 
INSIST on having the Ne , 

“Miller” lamp from dealers, EY 


MANUFACTURED AND FOR SALE BY 


EDWARD MILLER & CO., 
10 and 12 College Piace, New York. 
Factoriesin Meriden,Conn. In Boston, at63 Pear] St. 

sa Tlustrated paoun sent on o application. 


CHEAP PRINTING. 


Presm, Small Pave —- ise #44 #44. 
ee maker and saver. All easy, 
printed ru i Write ay oy sae 

ype, ir, @ —w i 
Melsey & Cc. Meride Conn, 















THE ONLY PERFECT 
Substitute for Mother's 8 Milk. 


wm ateeat the. ws anet 


Gentlemen :—I cai 
ties of Mellin's Food, for I have as healthy 
and strong a baby as onecould wish, and she 
= now and always has eaten *Mellin’s 


Mrs. H. R. Ciisz. 


San Jose, Cal. 
Sirs :~—I am using your Food and it agrees 
with my baby. It is the most satisfactory I 
have , and I am well pleased with it. 
Mrs. FRaNnK WaRDHASS, 
SEND for our book, ‘The Care and 
Feeding of Infants,” mailed 
Free to any address. 


LADIES 


Get your Xmas Gifts. 


HOW ARE YOUR 
CHINA CLOSETS ? 


Are the old dishes chipped and cracked, and un- 
suited to setting off a spotiess tablecloth. We will 
replenish it FREE. Why drink poor teas and 

coffees ruin your health ? when you can get the 
best at carge prices. PREMIUMS for all. 
Dinner, Tea and Toilet Sets, Banquet and Hanging 
Lamps, Watches, Clocks, Music Boxes, Cook Books, 
Watch Clocks, Chenille Table Covers, Cups and 
Saucers, Plates, Knives and Forks, Tumblers, Gob- 
lets, given to Club Agents. GOOD INCOMES 
made by getting orders for our celebrated Teas, 
Coffees, Baking Powder and Spices. 314 Ibs. fine 
teas by mail or express for $2.00, Charges paid. 

Beautiful Panel, entitied ““Baby’s First Christ- 
mas.” (size 14x28inches) FR EE toall Patrons. For 
full particulars, prices, terms and Premium lists, ad- 
dress THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA COMPANY, 

P, O. Box 289, 314 Vesey Street, N. Y 


us ime 


Your traly. 




















HOCO 
m7 REATEST VENTION 


Cs FAMILY tiene. HAVE IT 
Woenep ayo PU IND THN CAND 
STEPHEN F.WHITMAN 8 ON 
eae “aimtumus se 
BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE 
and indorsed asa WASH ds of housek gepers.” Your 


bave it on sale. him eek 
D's. S WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2a St. Phila., Pa 


MEDAL anv DIPLOSIA 


AWARDED 
Bushnell’s Perfect Letter Copying Books 














At World’s Columbian Exposition. No press re- 
quired, All stationers sell them. 








oe ore 








het Ronanee or private talks. 


Catone y B COLT & CO. 


Criterion and Parabolon MAGIC. LANTERNS 


Oil, Lime, or Ele#tric Light, Views of World’s 
ure, Temperance and other subjects for profitable pub- 


16 Beckman St., New York. 


180 La Galle Gt, Ohicage, IL 











package of the 


NONE-SUCH 


——CON DENSED—— 


MINCE, MEAT 


which has all the good qualities, but none of the hard 








PAPER? | * 


msples Wand ©o.. Boson 


| MERRELL-SOULE CO., 


work of the best home-made article. 
fashioned luxury made by new-fashioned skill. Ask 
for it at your grocers, orsend 12 cts. for full size pack- 
age by mail, postpaid. This will make two large pies. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 





of the Whole Family. 


On Thanksgiving day give your family'a good old- 
fashioned dinner, finishing it up with a delicious 
Mince Pie; but do not spend days of work and worry 
over the mince meat; just send to your grocer for a 


Try this old- 





CHURCH FURNISHINGS. 


- Stereopticons 
LANTERN SLIDES, 


“SCHOOL,” 
THE SABBATH-SCHOOL, 
THE CHURCH. 
Write for catalogue. 


Mention The Sunday 
School Times. 


McINTOSH BATTERY AND OPTICAL CO., CHICAGO. 


SruRet LIGHT 














Established 1857, 








CHURCH -xizasbai 


S, ETC. 
INGS PULPIT FURNITURE, 
COMMUNION TABLES, 
TTINGS COMPLET 
Halls ‘and All Pablic ‘Buildings. 
Illustrated catalogues and estimates fu’ 


Seating (0., 108 E. "16th St., 


New York. 


A.B. & E.L. SHAW, 
Largest Manufacturers 








SUITS, 


27 SUDBURY ST., 

— Peon 

Send 5c. stamp new 100-page 
catalogue. 


CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE 


AT A BARGAIN. 
Now standing in Fourth Presbyterian Church, West 
34th Street, New York. Contains two manuals ‘of full 
com and pedals, 22 speaking stops; in very good 
condition ; built by Messrs. Jardine & Son, about 20 
yearsago. For further particulars, address 
FARRAND & VOTEY ORGAN ©O.,, 
1945 Park Avenue, New York. 








Church, Lodge, and invalid Furniture, 
Pews and Opera Chairs. 


S.C. SMALL &-CO., 26 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH, HALL, and LODGE 


Furniture, Pulpits, Chairs, ete. 
GEO. D. a ene god to Baxter C. Swan, 
216 South Second Street, Phila., Pa. 


Bannces, ce FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 


Cc. A, HAR Me aa ee 
7yaes ye BANNERS. 


BOS., Baitimore, Md. 
a eeeend tor illustrated catalogue. 


CHURCH BE ue 


BOPL Mer At. cc (COPPER AN 
secamann eet eee DEY. BAL IMORE. MD. 


U RKEYe Fi, en Face egectenpe 
ChURRH BEL(S. PEALE $ kee cues, 























a: Christmas 


Nothing could be more 
ptable than ft 


Bent C. O. D. on approval if desired. 


LAWRENCE, BUTLER & BENHAM, 
92 High Street, Columbus O, 














No More Rounp SHouLpERs; the 
) RTOKERBOOKER Ts the only reliable Shook: 
) der Brace and Suapender | 
combined, also a perfect 

Skirt Supporter. 
] 


Sold by Druggists General 
Stores, or sent Ht receipt { 


Peg ae or 
SOLID SILVER 
6: TEA SPOONS $3. 50 


3 cents per letter extra for engraving. 





Au 
SIZES 

















They are the most beautiful pattern 
made, and will be sent by express on receipt 
of price, or C.O. D. on approval, if desired. 


| HARRINGTON & CO., Columbus, Ohio. 
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ide | 








" ‘November 18, 1898.] 











Macbetli's “pearl top” and 
“pearl glass” enn: ma 
do not break from heat, not 
one in a hundred. 
They are made of tough 
clear glass, clear as crystal. 
They fit the lamps they are made 
for. Shape controls the draft. 
Draft contributes to proper com- 
bustion; that makes light; they 
improve the light of a lamp. 
Gao, A. MacseTH Co, 














1 G raat designs require great consideration, 











Ore eyewitness Is better than ton hear-says, 
[L_ Iittle and often fils the purse. 
Pitigerce is the mistress of succees. 


Dew suceess and you shall command It, 
Ue pot to-day what to-morrow may want. 









Pittsburgh, j 
Spare superfultis to provide necessaries. me ah 
(fa " Ts never fears a rigid examination.”” quite a snes ¢ and aD 
AKE Leather soft and dam But the wisest of all is—USE ty by ail enterpraine esr, wh 


long-lived with Vacuum 
Leather Oil; 25c, and your 
money back if you want it. 
Patent lambskin-with-wool- 
on swob and book—How to 
Take Care of Leather—both 


free at the store, 
Vacuum Oil Company, Rochester, N. ¥. 
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OLD DUST 


WASHING POWDER 
and thereby save! 


MADE ONLY, BY 


© N. K. FAIRBANK & CO., Chicago, 


St. Louis, New Yorn; Philadelphia, Boston, Montreal. 





NONOTUCK SILK CQ., 
New York, Boston, 
Cincinnati, St. it. Louls and 8t. Peal, 


i oli ALLERS, 
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SIRTSH 
; Strength and Money. : 
































Our Great 
ee Offerings 


\ For the 28th year we come to the front with the most 
mp liberal offers for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Year, The usual way of selling Musical Instruments 

™% is to charge more during the holidays than at an 

other period of the year. Our way is to make SPECI: 
OFFERS to meet the wants and means of every one. 
We have in stock and in course of construction 
$1,000,000 worth of Organs and Pianos, which will 
enable us to supply our immense Holiday trade at 


THE LOWEST PRICES. 


Remember, we do the largest business iw the world, and can do better for 
you than — other firm in the world. We sel! direct from factory to family 
at strictly Manufacturer's Price. We supply no dealers, employ no agents 

and save you their enormous profit amounting anywhere from a “ . $200. 


Pianos si76. Organs $27.50 


For CASH or on EASY CREDIT. 
Instruments ship to any one, anywhere, 

on trial, freight paid both ways if not satisfac- 
tory. Every Instrument guaranteed for ten 





bea Write now. Every day’s delay may 
an a OF 


rtumity lost. 

r our Catal and Holiday Offers 
at sence THEY NOTHING—and we 
lanow we ere sure of your patronage after you 
have examined oe. 


Re oge pereiandiee, the | Mn Bey 


of this 
Address Manufacturers, 


CORNISH & CO., Washington, N. J. 7725. 
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THIS TRADE MARK, 





** BUNNY.” 





“TABBY” AND HER 


KITTENS. *"JOCKO,”* 





** DOLLIE."’ 
A PATENT JOINTED DOLL. 


In addition to the 
Taxssy Cat anv KiITTEns, 
which we are still making, 





= 





The ‘didious nature of 
a cold is one of its most 
dangerous characteristics. 
At first its hold sé€enis 


Insures 
very weak, but before one 
Ss afety..; parr ‘ ma worked its 


way into the system and has fastened itself upon the 
lungs, the throat, the digestive organs, the kidneys or the 
muscles with a grip that can scarcely be loosened. 
Alicock’s Porous Plasters are a sure remedy, if 
applied promptly. Do not wait for the slight pain to 
become a severe one, but put one of these renowned 
Plasters on the part affected, and not only will relief come, 
but protection from further disease will be secured. 
Promptness, however, is essential. There is such a 


thing as being 400 date. Then even an 
Porous 


Allcock’s ‘ Piaster 


is of no avail, Applied at once it can be relied upon. 


Prom ptness 








we are bringing out some- 
“pow-wow" aNp thing new for the little 
LITTLE BOW-WOW. ones this year. These 





“TATTERS."* 

























































illustrations will show you what they are; so perfectly made 
that you would think they were alive. They are printed on 
cloth, life size, in colors, with directions for cutting out, sewing 
together and stuffing with cotton, using a piece of pasteboard 
to make them flat at the bottom. Any child that can sew can 
do it. For sale by your dry goods dealer. If he does not 
have them show him this advertisement and ask him to get 
vou some. Do Nor SEND TO US AS WE HAVE NONE AT RETAIL, 
Arnold Print Works, North Adams, Massachusetts. 


re) _W.L. DOUGLAS 
$3 SHOE a-nt=5.x. 


Best Calf Shoe in the World for the Price, 

W. L. Douglas’ name and price is ray rape ah the bottom before they 
leave the factory to protect you againet high prices \. bg meats oy 
the price on SS ee $s for 
shoto of the same quater a zi. Dougias $3.00 hoe. reve wish 
opp Getenhes onan your money it will pay you to examine 

L. Douglas Shoes when next in need. Sent oy 












— silico ab 
Free, when shoe dealers cannot supply you. Send fo 
full instructions how to on b mm 
w.k. » Box 551, Brockton, Mass. 
Elastic Stockin 
Oper ct. saved by of 
Circulars free. Address 










































Published Every Wednesday, 52 Times a Wane, at the Bible House, New York City. Louis Klopsch, Publisher. — 








REV. DR, TALMAGE TELLS HOW AND WHERE HE WROTE. IT, 





ily 













where plain water 4 


reset were 


. 
acre 





my American home, on the Atlantic, on the Mediterranean, on camel’s back,@m mule’s —S 
back, on horseback, under chandelier, by dim candle in tent, on Lake Gali- = 
lee, in convent, at Bethel where Jacob’s pillow was stuffed with dreams ~~ 
and the angels of the ladder landed, at the brook Elah, from which little 
David picked up the ammunition of five smooth stones, four more than were 
needed for crushing like an egg-shell the skull of Goliath, in the valley of 
Ajalon, over which, at Joshua’s command, Astronomy halted, on the plain 
= of Esdraelon, the battle-field of ages, its long red flowers suggestive of the 
Tree hite Mmxt Wood dashed to the bits of the horses’ bridles, amid the shattered masonry 

of Jericho, in Jerusalem that overshadows all ether cities in reminiscence, at-Cana} 
becamie festal beverage, on Calvary whoSe aslant and rup- 4 

tured rocks still show the effects of the earth- 4 '' 







quake at the awful hemorrhage Ye a) ie 
of the five wounds that purchased _ =: 

the world’s rescue, and with ny = = 
hand mittened from the storm, or == 
wet from the Jordan, or bared to=. = 
the sun, or gliding over smooth table, > - 
this book has been written. 


* > %*_Not.a word of Latin . 
or Greek in all the book, unless it be * 
translafed. We tell the story in ‘ne 
Saxon, the language in which John 
Bunyan dreamed and William Shakes- 
peare dramatized, and Longfellow ro-«; 
manced, and John Milton sang, and 4 s ae 
George Whitefield thundered. ** > 3 

* %* % Blessed to me was the hour when my mother 
taught me how to frame the first sentence out of it, and my last word 
on earth shall be a draught upon its inexhaustible treasury.” | 


FREE WITH DR, TALMAGE’S COMPLIMENTS! 


The wonderful book mentioned above_is Dr. Talmage’s Latest and 
Greatest Work, ““FROM MANGER TO THRONE.” Every Person 
sending $2 receives CHRISTIAN HERALD, the Brightest and 


_~, 


4 


— 


Best Paper, Published 52 Times a Year, Full of Pictures and edited in DR. 
TALMAGE’S Happiest Vein, for One Whole Year, and a Copy of “FROM MANGER 


wn T0 THRONE,” Free with Dr. Talmage’s Compliments. “(FROM MANGER TO THRONE” contains 544 
pages, oa in Cloth and Gilt, and Mlumined with over 200 Beautiful Mlustrations, many of them taken on the spot. This 
Great Book has never before been offered at less than $3.75, and as WE PREPAY ALL EXPRESS CHARGES, we offer you 








TWO BEAUTIFUL PRESENTS ‘se"co' FOR $2, 


You Cannot invest $2.00 anywhere to better advantage. THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD always makes Friends wherever it goes. It 
Endears itself te’ the Hearts of the People. It brings Sunshine and 
Happiness to every Home it Enters. Its Weekly Visits are Occasions Zz 
for Family Rejoicing. Try it Just Once, and Next Year you will , 
need no Coaxing. When you write, Address J 








Te Sanday School Times intends to smi oniy adveruaements i ar rostrorthy Shoal 





Should. however, palette oe ong of poe ee 


the publishers will refund to subscribers any 





